
Notes of a meeting of the  
Local Plan Review Working Party 

held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House 
on Monday 11th November 2019 at 6pm 

Present: Councillors S Barlow and Dr C Dyson. 

In attendance: Mr L Jakeman (Town Clerk). 

Apologies: Councillors Dr J Buckley, D Cooper, and R Whittle OBE. 

1 Minutes and actions from previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th June 2019 were noted. All actions have been 
completed. 

2 Status of the Local Plan Review from Shropshire 

Shropshire Council have advised us that the documentation for the final phase of 
consultation on the Local Plan Review will not be released until March 2020. We can 
still make submissions to influence its content. 

The Town Plan Steering Group has submitted its Consultation Document (see below), 
requesting that the issues it raises are considered in both the Local Plan Review and 
the Local Economic Growth Strategy. It has been stressed to Shropshire Council that 
the document does not necessarily reflect the views of any Parish Council or other 
organisation. 

3 Town Plan Steering Group and its Consultation Document 

We reviewed membership of the Steering Group. It currently has eight members, three 
of whom are Bridgnorth Town Councillors. The membership was considered to provide 
a reasonable representation of interests across the settlement, with members from all 
affected parishes and sufficient input from Bridgnorth Town. 

Progress was reviewed. A Consultation Document has been completed on schedule. 
A series of drafts were circulated to LPR working group members and their comments 
have been incorporated. 

We reviewed some of the key issues covered. It was noted that the Consultation 
Document sets out issues to be considered and a range of relevant facts, ready for 
consultation. It contains a few tentative recommendations, but does not take a final 
position on any issues. 

We agreed to recommend the Consultation Document to the Town Council. The Town 
Clerk will draft appropriate wording. 

The Steering Group now intends to carry out a consultation exercise through an online 
questionnaire, a paper copy of the questionnaire, and about 2 public meetings. 

The Steering Group is requesting supporting parishes and organisation to contribute 
to the costs of carrying out the consultation, which are estimated to be in the region of 
£500 to £1000. Offers of support of £300 have already been received from other 
bodies. 

We discussed how to improve participation in the consultation. The Town Clerk 
commented that one option would be to run a prize draw to encourage submissions. 



4 Future approach for the LPR working group 

The Town Clerk suggested that we might consider using Shropshire RCC to assist 
with carrying out the consultation (and subsequent development of the Town Plan). 
He thought that support for the consultation might cost about £3k. He commented that 
it was not unusual for town councils to spend tens of thousands of pounds on 
developing a town plan and that, given time, grant funding could be obtained. 
[Subsequent note: grant funding is available for a Neighbourhood Plan.] 

We agreed that the consultation being carried out by the Steering Group is heading in 
the right direction and that it should provide the LPR working group with much of the 
information it will need to develop its own response to the LPR. 

We agreed to monitor and participate in the consultation. Our current assumption is 
that the work will be consistent with the probable views of the Town Council. Clearly, 
the LPR working group and Town Council will present its own views when responding 
to the LPR, which may differ from those of any other body. 

5 Date of next meeting 

Sarah suggested that we should hold more frequent, but short, meetings of the 
working group. Clive will organise the next meeting in a few weeks’ time. 

Cllr. Clive Dyson - Working Group Chair 


