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DRAFT - Bridgnorth Plan Steering Group 
Minutes of Meeting – 30 March 2021 

Held as a Zoom videoconference commencing at 7 pm. 

Present: David Cooper – Bridgnorth Town Council (BTC) 
Clive Dyson – Steering Group Chairman and BTC 
George Edwards – Tasley Parish Council  
Mike Golding 
Darren Hodson 

Apologies: Henry Carver 
Karen Sawbridge - Bridgnorth Town Council 
Gary Timmins – Worfield Parish Council 

1. Minutes of and actions from the previous meetings 

The minutes of the steering group meetings held on Tuesday 16th February were reviewed and 
approved. The status of outstanding actions is: 

Action 20/6-3: Clive to arrange for representation on “Future Bridgnorth”. Ongoing 

Action 20/6-7: Sarah Barlow to consider who might be involved [in Education and Skills]. 
Deferred 

Action 20/11-1: David to provide an update on local job statistics and Clive to put 
information on our website. Complete – to be monitored 

Action 21/2-3: Clive to revise the wording in revised drafts [of the Regulation 19 
submission] for final comment. Complete 

Action 21/2-4: Clive to make final revisions to the forms and distribute to members, before 
submitting them … Complete 

2. Matters arising 

Clive reported that he met with local Shropshire Councillors, Edward West and others on 
25th February. There are two ‘highways’ projects underway. One, discussed at that meeting, is 
a highways assessment with respect to the Local Plan. The second is a wider review of 
highways requirements for Bridgnorth, including the town centre and the needs of pedestrians 
and cyclists. 

Clive (acting on an invite via the Town Council) and Darren (acting on articles in the media) 
held a conference call with Dr John Powell from Gloucester University, which (along with 
Newcastle University) is carrying out a study of 8 rural towns across the UK for DEFRA 
(http://www.ccri.ac.uk/localperspectives/). We provided him with our work towards the 
Bridgnorth Plan. The project will be carrying out a survey of local businesses and some form 
of public consultation. 

3. Status of the Local Plan 

At Shropshire Council’s Cabinet meeting on 11th March, in response to a question, it was stated 
that the draft Local Plan would not be updated before being submitted to full council in June 
(after the local elections). If approved, we might expect it to be submitted to the Inspector for 
examination in about May 2022 and that it may be approved in 2023. 

We noted that, given the above timescales, production of the second edition of the Bridgnorth 
Plan may be expected to take 18 months to 2 years. It is not urgent and can be progressed 
steadily, if there is ongoing support from local parish councils and other bodies. 

http://www.ccri.ac.uk/localperspectives/).
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4. Status of the Bridgnorth Plan 

We reviewed progress to date. 

The Steering Group was established in June 2019 to develop a plan for Bridgnorth, 
subsequently titled the ‘Bridgnorth Plan’. There was some urgency due to the timescales 
announced, at that time, for the Local Plan. 

That initial goal has been achieved with the publication of the first edition of the Bridgnorth 
Plan. Most of the issues that were identified at the time (see appended diagram) have been 
addressed in some depth, or have been investigated and some actions are being progressed. 
Education and Training, and Medical and Health have not been covered in any depth. There 
is further work to do on most issues. 

We consider that our work has provided: 

• A good initial framework that is a reasonable representation of local views. 

• One basis for submissions on to the Local Plan by parish councils and others. 

However, it is disappointing that very few changes have been made to the draft of the Local 
Plan as a result. Still, submissions from bodies around the town and the Steering Group do 
appear to have resulted in some issues, such as highways, being assessed in more detail. We 
await the results of those assessments. 

5. Recommended route forward 

We continued our ongoing discussion on how to take the Bridgnorth Plan forward, building on 
the discussion at our previous meeting. 

We noted that Shropshire Council plan to produce an “Economic Recovery, Transformation 
and Resilience Framework and Economic Growth Plan” as a ‘key part of the Council’s 
response to the Covid-19 crisis’ (Report to cabinet 0 18th January). This should be of great 
significance to Bridgnorth and the town needs to be involved. 

We agreed the following: 

• We RECOMMEND that Bridgnorth Town Council and supporting local parish councils 
arrange an early meeting with Mark Barrow to discuss, in principle, the formation of ‘Future 
Bridgnorth’. The meeting could involve the Marches LEP and should consider the 
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan, referred to above. This meeting can be held prior to 
the local elections, making recommendations (but no decisions) to be considered by 
councils after the elections. 

• We REQUEST that, as soon as possible after the local elections, Bridgnorth Town Council 
and supporting local parish councils review their position on the Bridgnorth Plan and, if 
supportive, appoint representatives to the Steering Group. 

• We will review the constitution, objectives and terms of reference of the Steering Group 
after the local elections, once supporting bodies have appointed their representatives. Note 
that we expect to have individual members of the public on the Steering Group as well. 

• We prefer to see changes made to the Local Plan, in line with our recommendations. 
However, we do not wish to see Shropshire without a valid Local Plan, leading to 
uncontrolled development. 

• We will start to prepare to work alongside any approved Local Plan, to obtain the best 
outcome for the Bridgnorth community. We will plan for this well in advance of the approval 
of the Local Plan, rather than waiting for its approval and preparing for the ‘worst case’. 

• We will continue to progress the issues and projects listed in Appendix 1, prioritising work 
on them over time. 

https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/documents/s26358/Economic%20Recovery%20Committee%20Report%20Jan%202021_08012021.pdf
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• We will continue to encourage other groups to take the lead. Sporting Bridgnorth, 
Sustainable Bridgnorth and the Bridgnorth Youth Partnership are good examples. 

• The Steering Group will meet about once every six weeks for the present. 

6. Other Business 

We noted action being considered by the Forestry Commission with regard to the felling of a 
large area of trees on the Stanmore Business Park. 

We noted the proposal being made for the restoration of the railway line between Bridgnorth 
and Ironbridge and that, as far as we are aware, no parish councils around Bridgnorth have 
been consulted on this. The proposal faces significant issues, including the housing along 
Bramble Ridge (as least some of which would need to be demolished), the house at the 
southern tunnel exit, the need for a bridge across Hollybush Road (which used to be lower and 
only permitted single deck busses to pass), and the golf course. Could the anticipated budget 
of £43M be spent on other infrastructure for the area? 

Action 21/3-1: Mike to draft a request to Bridgnorth Town Council (and affected parish 
councils?) for them to consider their position on the issue. 

7. Date of next meeting 

The next meetings of the Steering Group will be held at 7pm on 11th May and 22nd June.  

Appendix 1: Ongoing issues and projects 

• “Future Bridgnorth” – see above. 

• Environmental Sustainability projects and Sustainable Bridgnorth 

• Mobility and Transport projects, including the highways assessments, EV charging and 
specific cycle / pedestrian routes. 

• Sports and Leisure – via Sporting Bridgnorth 

• Social Sustainability – ongoing meetings and the Bridgnorth Youth Partnership. 

• Crime and Safety – ongoing discussions with Inspector Nikki Roberts. 

Other issues that may be addressed: 

• Education and Training 

• Medical and Health 

• (Affordable) housing 

• Outdoor space, country parks and rights of way. 
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Original breakdown of issues. 


