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Minutes of the Meeting of Bridgnorth and Shifnal Area Committee SALC held on 
22nd March 2021 at 7.00pm Via Zoom 

Present: 
David Beechey (Albrighton and Donington PC), Lynn Tennant (Worfield and Rudge PC), Connor Furnival 
(Clerk, Worfield and Rudge PC), Trevor Tarran (Shifnal TC), Chris Noble (Alveley and Romsley PC), Yvonne 
Holyoak (Much Wenlock TC), Edward Marshall (Bridgnorth TC), Simon Harris (Kinlet PC), Rosemary Abbiss 
(Sottesdon & Sidbury PC),  Gill Price (Claverley PC), David Cooper (Bridgnorth TC), Gavin Hamilton (Stockton 
PC), Shirley Reynolds (Clerk, Albrighton and Donington PC), David Garrett (Chelmarsh PC) 
 
In Attendance: 
Allan Wilson, Dianne Dorrell (SALC) and Gillian Bailey (Acting Secretary) 
 

1 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
The Chair, Cllr Beechey, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2 Apologies 
Apologies for absence were noted from: - 
Mary Hill (Much Wenlock TC) 
Freda Morris (Stottesdon and Sidbury PC) 
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Appointment of Committee Secretary 
It was proposed by Cllr Beechey, seconded by Cllr Abbiss and resolved to appoint Gillian Bailey as 
Committee Secretary.  
The Committee recorded its thanks to Chris Maclean for his work in this role.   

4 Minutes of the last meeting 
It was proposed by Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Garrett and resolved to approve the minutes of the last 
meeting held on 7th September 2020.  
 

5 Finance Update  
The secretary advised that the balance in the committees accounts less payments due is £2,727.63.  
 
a) Review of subs for 2021/22 
It was resolved that the Committee would not collect subscription fees from member councils for the 
year 2021/2022 
 

6 Climate Change – Presentation by Allan Wilson (see attached) 
The committee received a presentation from Allan Wilson on behalf of the Shropshire Climate Change 
Action Partnership on the causes and effects of carbon dioxide on climate change.  See 
www.zerocarbonshropshire.org for more information.  
 

• Legislation in 2008 makes climate change everybody’s business, the target set was 80% reduction 
in emissions by 2050 (based on 1990 levels) https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27 

• The sixth climate change budget in 2019 https://www.theccc.org.uk/ has since drawn up a plan for 
Net Zero greenhouse gas emissions, limiting the rise in temperature to 1.5%. 

• Shropshire’s share of the emissions budget is 8.1 (MtCO2) and will require a 18% reduction in 
emissions per year.  

 
Climate Change and Council Business  
Councils impact on the climate: 

• Property (Council buildings / housing) 

http://www.zerocarbonshropshire.org/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27
https://www.theccc.org.uk/
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• Vehicles  

• Lighting  

• Planning matters  

• Pathways  
Transport accounts for 28% emissions, energy use 23%, residential 15% and business 18%. 
 
Councils can influence de-carbonisation by: 

• Calculation of carbon footprint and planning to reduce. 

• Encouraging alternative heating sources  

• Use of grants for energy efficient measures (insulation/solar panels for example 
http://www.littlewenlockvillagehall.uk/community/little-wenlock-village-hall-15549/eco-friendly/  

• Encouraging changes in behaviour.  

• Reducing food waste  
 
Cllr Hamilton made the following points: 

• For off grid properties energy bills could potentially be higher. 

• EPC (Energy Performance Certificates) are out of date as they do not include windows in their 
calculations.  

 
Allan Wilson made the following additional points.  

• Some Councils (notably Cornwall and Liverpool) have begun work on retro fitting their properties.  

• Dr Carmichael, Imperial College has published a paper on changing behaviour  
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/behaviour-change-public-engagement-and-net-zero-imperial-
college-london/ 

• The Government will be considering changes to the planning regulations to improve environmental 
standards for new housing.  

 

7 Boundary Review 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/8312/1527635.pdf 
Dianne Dorrell brought members up to date with key developments in the boundary review. Progress 
has been delayed due to Covid 
SC have stated they will not proceed with CGRs (timetable and terms of reference) until after the May 
21 elections.  The report to Council in February 20 stated: 

• It was considered a CGR was desirable to acknowledge and resolve a number of anomalies which 
currently exist with current governance arrangements 

• it was necessary first to identify where the greatest need for reviews exists. This would be based on 
existing knowledge and through discussions with Members. 

• Town/Parish Councils would be invited to suggest the potential need for a review and to enter into 
discussions with surrounding parishes in order to assist the process by identifying any common 
ground. 

• Draft Terms of Reference to be prepared for consideration to include proposals for changes to 
boundaries and/or to the amendment of the current governance arrangements within Parishes. 

•  In the event that any proposals have an impact on the Division Boundaries, the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England will be asked to make the appropriate changes to ensure that 
parish and division boundaries remain coterminous, having in mind electoral equality 

•  It is expected that a large number of reviews will require to be undertaken and it may not be 
possible to conduct a large number of reviews together. A rolling program of reviews would need 
to be managed. 

• A report will be submitted to Council in 2021 for approval of the draft terms of reference and for 
the commencement of Community Governance Reviews. 

http://www.littlewenlockvillagehall.uk/community/little-wenlock-village-hall-15549/eco-friendly/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/behaviour-change-public-engagement-and-net-zero-imperial-college-london/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/behaviour-change-public-engagement-and-net-zero-imperial-college-london/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8312/1527635.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8312/1527635.pdf
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• Any orders approved by the Council amending Community Governance Arrangements would come 
into effect from the ordinary election of councillors in 2025.  

Following the May elections and its annual meeting, Shropshire Council would normally meet mid-July. 
Claire Porter’s letter to local councils in January sought representations of less controversial nature and 
to answer any questions. 
  
Di recommended that Local Councils should still be making representations.  
Members made the following points: 

• Some wards are at odds with their numbers of representatives. 

• More support required for recruiting Councillors. 

• Is there an agenda to merge meaning fewer councillors in rural areas ? 

• Shropshire Council have not undertaken reviews as required to do despite two applications from 
Bridgnorth Town Council.  

• Housing developments in out of town bordering parishes has an impact in the resources of the 
town, who receive not support from CIL. 

• Query that any proposals are likely to be uncontroversial.  
  

8 Local Elections Update  
Dianne advised that she was holding weekly zoom meeting sessions to keep clerks up to date.  
Nomination papers can be handed in at Bridgnorth library.  
 

9 Joint Working Group (SC and Local Councils) 
Dianne updated the committee on the joint working group (notes have been previously circulated).  
Originally working on CIL issues the group has been in operation about 3 years; meeting every other 
month to identify solutions by working in partnership.  
Members are welcome to raise any issues they would like discussed by the working group.  
 

10 Parish Council Issues  
Cllr Beechey welcomed issues to be raised by this committee which can be followed up by SALC and 
referred to NALC as a potential lobbying issue.  
Cllr Simon Harris raised the issue of litter on the highways querying how often these were inspected.   
It was noted that some areas rely on volunteer litter pickers which is both difficult and dangerous along 
A roads.  
There are schemes for Community Payback teams: there may be a small cost for this.  
Cllr Cooper queried how the routes for litter picking were determined and how Local Councils can input 
into this.  

11 Items for future agendas  
None discussed.  
Highways carried forward from last meeting.  
 

12 Proposed dates for future meetings  
It was proposed that the next meeting be held on Monday 14th June – this would be the AGM – it was 
agreed that this meeting would be held via Zoom as it was unclear how Covid guidance would affect 
meetings.  It was also agreed that Zoom meetings were environmentally friendly as they did not involve 
travel.  
Future meeting dates agreed were: 
Monday 20th September                 Monday 13th December  
Venues to be agreed.  
 

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the 
meeting at 8.30pm. 
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