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APPENDIX L 

Minutes BAT meeting 2 February 2021 

 

 

Agenda Item: 

1. Present: Emma Spenser, Cliff Bassett, Cath Kimberly-Bassett, Robert Davies, John Hart, Nicky 

Cooper, Cllr Julia Buckley, Brian Jones 
 

2. Apologies: Cllr Helen Howell 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting – no matters arising other than in agenda 
 

4. Statue Watch:   

3 statues have become damaged due to weather conditions and variable paint/primer 

applications: 
 

Statue 1: Outside the library. This is the worst damage, the statue is in direct sunlight and the 

type of paint used seems to have reacted badly with increasingly larger areas of paint flaking 

off.  Despite Cliff’s best efforts to strip back and salvage the block colours, the paint problem is 

ongoing and now affecting the intricate design. 

 

The group discussed the best way to enable the repairs – removal of the statue from situ was 

not easily possible without huge expense.  Instead a gazebo could be placed over the statue 

and the artists supported to repair.  It was agreed to offer £400 to support (2 artists, lots of 

damage) the time and materials required to make all the repairs. 

 

Statue 2: Outside the Bridgnorth SVR Station. This collage has some minor damage from a fire 

(possible vandalism) followed by wet weather.  Volunteers at the SVR have covered it with a 

tarpaulin for now to protect it from further damage.  The SVR would be closed for February half 

term due to Covid lockdown restrictions. This statue does not currently have a concrete base 

(although SVR volunteers have offered to make one and set it more permanently). So it could 

be moved to the artist directly to work on at their convenience.  It was agree to offer £200 to 

support (1 artist, moderate damage) the time and materials required to make all the repairs. 
 

Statue 3 : Outside Lavington Gardens, Low Town.  This collage has some minor damage where 

rain has compromised the collage.  Previous attempts to repair were moderately successful, but 

further damage has occurred due to the wet weather again.  It was agreed to offer £200 (1 

artist, moderate damage) to make repairs in situ, with gazebo if needed. 
 

The group agreed a total budget of £800 for artists fees to support all the repairs across the 3 

damaged statues. 
 

5. Map Distribution 

5,000 of the new maps had been printed and deposited at the library and visitor centre, which 

is currently open for “click and collect” orders due to lockdown.   
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Due to lockdown rules and Covid restrictions, it was agreed not appropriate to distribute any 

more maps to shops or outlets, but to : 

a) Encourage use of the app and website via mobile phones 

b) Remind library users they could request a map in their “click and collect” orders 

Emma Spenser also offered to promote as part of “Children’s Mental Health Week”. 

 

6. Press / PR 

JB updated the group that actually in January the “What’s What” magazine had used the 

material sent on their website. 

An article was also published in the Railway magazine. 

 

Given the situation of national covid lockdown, the group felt it was not appropriate to 

“promote” the trail, as it might encourage visitors from out of town to travel. 

Instead, it was agreed that JC would update the website by referring to the latest government 

guidance and making reference to the trail as appropriate for “daily exercise”. 

 

7. Budget update 

Thanks to Nicky Cooper who reported, that even with the additional costs of installation, the 

budget situation remained very comfortable. 

She pointed out that we had set aside a budget for annual repairs and maintenance, so 

investing it to repair the damaged statues was entirely appropriate.  

 

JB reported that on other council construction projects, an increase in costs, fees and delays 

due to Brexit and Covid had added up to 20% on some construction costs – we should factor 

this into our contingency and allow additional lead-in time before statue removal.  

The group agreed to review that by December 2021 at the latest. 

 

8. AOB 

 

a. BJ updated the group on the planning application from the Rugby Club which appeared to 

affect the historic site of the Hazeledine Foundry.  The EA had objected to the planning on a 

flood plane, and BTC had objected on the basis of some queries. 

JB, JH and BJ all logged their concerns about the inclusion of the Foundry site – which JB felt 

sure was a simple “map error”.  Cllr Karen Sawbridge did reassure on the matter. JB 

explained her comment would have to read as an objection until the map was amended 

accordingly.  The group agreed to monitor the application’s process. 
 

a. Hazledine’s Foundry. BJ reported that the Trevithick 200 society and Civic Society were 

working jointly to replace the old and tired looking plaque on the site.  They were painting 

ad re-varnishing the woodwork to improve the area.  They are planning an unveiling 

ceremony to promote the site’s historic importance. 
 

 

9. Date of next meeting 

Monday 8th March 2021  


