
Shropshire Council:  
Shropshire Local Plan 

Representation Form 
 

 

Please complete a separate Part B Representation Form (this part) for each representation 

that you would like to make. One Part A Representation Form must be enclosed with your 

Part B Representation Form(s). 

We have also published a separate Guidance Note to explain the terms used and to assist in 

making effective representations. 
 

Part B: Representation 
 

 Name and Organisation: Bridgnorth Town Council 

 

Q1. To which document does this representation relate? 

 Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan 

 
Sustainability Appraisal of the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the Shropshire 

Local Plan 

 
Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the 

Shropshire Local Plan 

(Please tick one box) 

Q2. To which part of the document does this representation relate? 
 

Paragraph:  All Policy:  All Site:   
Policies 

Map: 
  

 

Q3. Do you consider the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the 
Shropshire Local Plan is: 

A. Legally compliant Yes:   No:  
      

B. Sound Yes:   No:  
      

C. Compliant with the Duty to Co-operate Yes:   No:  

  (Please tick as appropriate).  

Q4. Please give details of why you consider the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission 
Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan is not legally compliant or is unsound or 

fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as possible. 

If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft 

of the Shropshire Local Plan or its compliance with the duty to co-operate, please also use this box to 

set out your comments. 

Bridgnorth Town Council considers that neither the established “Gunning Principles” for 

consultation, nor the process of community involvement as required by Shropshire Council’s 

“Statement for Community Involvement for Shropshire (2011)” (SCI) have been followed 

adquately. 

 

Our concerns over compliance with the “Gunning Principles” are: 

 

- Proposals should be consulted on at a formative stage. Tasley Garden Village was 

introduced in April 2020 as a complete proposal. At this late stage, there was no time 

for any meaningful input to be made by BTC. 

- There should be sufficient information for intelligent consideration. We do not consider 

that the information provided by the developers on the Tasley Garden Village was 

sufficient to allow us to make informed comment. 

- There should be adequate time for consideration and response. Consultation by the 

promoters closed on 3rd June 2020, following a single video conference call that a 
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number of councillors tried to join without success. A subsequent Regulation 18 

consultation, which featured Tasley Garden Village as Shropshire Council’s revised 

preferred option for the Bridgnorth area, presented much less opportunity for public 

engagement than the previous Regulation 18 consultation which had the Stanmore 

Garden Village proposal as a preferred development option for the Bridgnorth area. We 

do not consider the time, or process used, for consultation was adequate. 

- ‘Conscientious consideration’ must be given to the consultation reponses before a 

decision is reached. No feedback on how submissions have been taken into account 

has been provided by Shropshire Council. 

 

With regard to the SCI (see paragraph 2.5): 

 

- SC has not ‘engaged in a timely and constructive manner’. As discussed above, BTC do 

not consider that sufficient time was allowed for consideration of the proposed Tasley 

Garden Village, and the consultation was inadequate, allowing no opportunity for BTC 

to discuss the proposals with SC. 

- With regard to constructive consultation, BTC has consistently expressed a view that it 

would only support development on the scale proposed provided that adequate planing 

was carried out for the required infrastructure and how it may be funded. We have 

received no feedback on this at any stage of the consulation and the published draft 

Local Plan and supporting evidence does not address it. 

- We consider that SC’s simply listing of submissions made to the Regulation 18 

consultation does not meet the SCI’s requirement to ‘provide information on how 

people’s views have been handled, including reporting back to communities …’. 

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 

Q5. Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the 
Regulation 19: Pre-Submission Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan legally 

compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness matters 
you have identified at Q4 above.   

Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 

examination. You will need to say why each modification will make the Regulation 19: Pre-Submission 

Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful if you are able to put 

forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible. 

In our response, dated 23rd September 2020, to the Regulation 18 consultation on the draft 

Local Plan, Bridgnorth Town Council requested that Shropshire Council committed to a lower 

level of growth around Bridgnorth through to about 2032 and set outline targets for growth 

beyond that date. We requested that a new Site Allocation review be carried out. The full text 

of our request was set out in paragraph 1b of our letter of 23rd September 2020 and 

accompanying documents. 

 

In our opinion, this process would allow the development of the Local Plan to be completed in 

a legally compliant manner, overcoming, in particular, the lack of consultation which has 

resulted from the late introduction of a proposal for a Tasley Garden Village. 

 

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 
 

Please note: In your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and 

supporting information necessary to support your representation and your suggested 

modification(s).  You should not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make 

submissions. 

After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, 

based on the matters and issues he or she identifies for examination. 
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Q6. If your representation is seeking a modification to the Regulation 19: Pre-
Submission Draft of the Shropshire Local Plan, do you consider it necessary to 

participate in examination hearing session(s)? 

Please note that while this will provide an initial indication of your wish to participate in hearing 

session(s), you may be asked at a later point to confirm your request to participate. 

 No, I do not wish to participate in hearing session(s) 

 Yes, I wish to participate in hearing session(s) 

 (Please tick one box) 

Q7. If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why 
you consider this to be necessary: 

We hope that our concerns over the failure to be legally compliant, due to failure to 

meet the requirements of the Statement for Community Involvement, can be 

overcome, preferably in the way proposed above. We are committed to working 

constructively with SC to achieve this. If it cannot be achieved, then we would wish 

to participate in the hearing session(s) and present more supporting material. 

 

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 

Please note: The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear 

those who have indicated that they wish to participate in hearing session(s). You may be asked 

to confirm your wish to participate when the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for 

examination. 

 

 

 

Signature:    Date:   

 


