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TC/26/2021 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER 2020 

LJ/2020 

 

8th December 2020 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 – REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE – AFC BRIDGNORTH 

 

AIM 

 

1. To consider correspondence from AFC Bridgnorth requesting financial support for a new / 

improved gate. 

BACKGROUND 

 

2. The request (attached) was circulated to Town Councillors and Councillor R Whittle proposed 

to support the request to some extent as such the formal request is passed to the Town 

Council for consideration: 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

3. The Town Council has no formal policy for considering ad-hoc requests for financial support. 

 

4. Cllr Whittle has suggested that some form of match funding be provided by the Town Council. 

FINANCIALS 

5. There is a budget code ‘Grants Other’ 120/4800 which has a balance of £3,000 remaining in 

the current year that can be used to finance the request. 

   

6. The current process considering the budget makes the assumption that it is all available to 

spend 

RECOMMENDATION(s) 
 
7. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

To contribute 50% of the costs of improved gates for the football club up to a maximum of £350 

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 
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CHAIRMAN    SECRETARY    TREASURER 
MARK WEALE    STEVE GROOME   GRAHAM DEAN 
07966 872445    07748 302650    07792 240597 
 

 

Request for funding to supply and fit replacement gates at AFC Bridgnorth Ltd., 
Innage Lane, Bridgnorth WV16 4HS. 

 
 

Dear Sir, 

I met with Mr Jakeman, the town clerk, at the football club in October this year and discussed with 
him issues concerning the gates at the far end of the football pitch which open onto the Crown 
Meadow.  There is a wire mesh fence on the side of the pitch that adjoins the Crown Meadow and 
the gates are situated at far end nearest to Victoria Road.  The gates are very old and despite our 
continued efforts at repairing them and patching up the holes in the mesh caused by youths in the 
first place, they are effectively inadequate, enabling youths to simply climb through or over.  The 
issue is that we have experienced problems with youths trespassing onto the pitch at night and 
using the stands to light fires, leave litter, smash glass, cause a disturbance to neighbouring 
properties and there has been evidence of drug taking.   We managed to publicise the matter in 
the local newspaper which did ease things but I suspect next year when the weather changes 
resulting in lighter nights, the problem with recur. 

I would also highlight the recent problems in November this year when youths misbehaving with 
fireworks on the Crown Meadow set fire to the conifers at the perimeter of the ground and the 
Crown Meadow.  The fire brigade was required to attend and extinguished the fire and it is with 
thanks to their prompt response and that the stand was robust enough to prevent is becoming 
engulfed with flames, that there was not a worst scenario.  I would point out that replacement 
gates would not have prevented this happening but I use it to demonstrate further the level of 
anti-social behaviour in that area to which we, as a club, are subjected.   

It was following this last incident and taking into account the other matters I have highlighted, that 
we have had to consider night time security from a local private business. This is not a cheap 
option but we are so vulnerable at the premises, it is something we may have to implement.  The 
club is run solely by volunteers and we have invested heavily in money and effort in refurbishing 
the club premises.  This includes completely refitting new seats in the existing stand, upgrading 
the outside space etc., all of which contributes towards a safer and more pleasant experience for 
visiting members of the community.  I am concerned that unless we can make the perimeter as 
secure as possible, we leave ourselves vulnerable to vandalism. 
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I am approaching the council for assistance to help fund the purchase and supply of some new 
gates to make the ground and club premises more secure, thus serving to prevent further 
problems. The benefits of supplying new gates would be:- 

1) Prevention of injury to youths who in the past have so trespassed and the risk associated with 
fire, damage and drug abuse. 

2) Elimination of disturbance to neighbouring properties caused by the youths conduct in the 
stands.  (We were actually approached by residents in Victoria Avenue when youths were there 
for hours very late one night in July and it was a resident who called the fire brigade in November). 

3) The gates are used as an emergency exit from the ground and would be used for ambulance 
access in the event of a seriously injured player or should a spectator be taken ill.   The gates are 
ramshackle and do not make vehicular access easy. 

The price of the gates, approx four meters wide, vary considerably in cost, averaging out at about 
£700.   

 Regards, 

 Graham Dean 

Graham Dean 

Treasurer 

AFC Bridgnorth 

 
 


