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APPENDIX H 

Minutes BAT meeting 9 November 2020 

 

 

Agenda Item: 

1. Present: Emma Spenser, Cliff Bassett, Cath Kimberly-Bassett, Robert Davies, John Hart, Nicky 

Cooper, Cllr Julia Buckley, Brian Jones 
 

2. Apologies: Cllr Helen Howell 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting – no matters arising other than in agenda 
 

4. Update on Statue 13:  Report back on successful launch of “The Freemen Flyer” in Castle 

Gardens on Saturday 17th October.  Sunny weather on the day helped with excellent 

photographs by Eddie Brown (Freemen) which he has given us permission to use on the 

website; and the photographer from the Shropshire Star.  The Freemen cut the ribbons and 

made a short speech. There were a few spectators (despite deliberately not advertising due to 

covid) who were mainly family and friends of the artist and sponsors.  These were kept in small 

groups of 6 for social distancing. 

A big vote of thanks to Brian Jones and his team at the SVR volunteers for all their support and 

hard work in preparing the groundworks, plinth and installation. 

Another vote of thanks to Cliff Bassett for his work on the plinth and plaques, and Cath 

Kimberly-Bassett who had re-painted the other trail plinths in fresh white in time for half-term. 

All agreed the trail was looking good for the school holidays, and the publicity on the front page 

of the Journal, in the Shropshire Star and Wolverhampton Express & Star had been excellent. 

The new maps had been re-printed in good time, with thanks to our new sponsors (SAMCO and 

The Cliff Railway) and the group had begun distributing this before lockdown. 

 

RD: Need to check whether Amy Higgins had had chance to re-varnish the touch ups on her 

statue or if any help was needed from the group? (JB to check). 

 

Overall view is that the excellent art is a good addition and has the best location!  Lots of 

footfall in Castle Grounds over remembrance Sunday weekend will have seen the new addition. 

 

5. Map Distribution 

5,000 of the new maps had been printed and deposited at the library and visitor centre, which 

is currently open for “click and collect” orders due to lockdown.  It was agreed to divide the 

town into sections for volunteers to deliver to each shop / café either a bundle (50 maps) or 

half bundle. When these have been used either the shop collects the next bundle themselves or 

gets in touch.  If we are able to only refill on this basis, we can then use the numbers 

distributed as a fairly accurate measure of visitor numbers to the trail (rather than just “topping 

up” supplies whether they need or not). 

Cartway, Listley Street and Whitburn Street and Low Town had all been covered so far. 
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Parts of the High Street still remained, plus the SVR stations (currently closed for lockdown) but 

should open on 2nd December to continue the Santa Specials. 

 

6. Press / PR 

The group expressed their disappointment at a negative letter by Roy Sutcliffe to the 

Bridgnorth Journal (5th November 2020) which mistakenly thought the Art Trail statues were 

made of plastic.  JB had prepared a response letter which was read out to the group, who were 

satisfied of the correction. 

 

Otherwise coverage in the newspapers had been excellent following the press release.  

Unfortunately the “What’s What” magazine had not used the material.  

The group suggested sending a new article in the Spring – perhaps we could launch some new 

competitions in the Easter school holidays and this could feature. 

Eg. Free children’s meals at a local restaurant, should they wish to participate. 

 

The group agreed we would focus some articles in the Spring, targeting railway publications, 

heritage organisations and tourist outlets. 

JH suggested approaching the SVR PR team to get an article or an advert into their brochure for 

when they offer the Spring Steam gala – usually attracts thousands of visitors to the town, 

arriving by Steam Train. 

 

7. Website / App 

Cathy Fox and Kev Adams had both helped by updating the website to include the additional 

information and update for 2020 with 13 statues in the trail.  The group thought this might be 

more important than ever with Covid, visitors may feel more comfortable accessing the info via 

their own phones rather than the physical maps / entering shops if they needed to shield. 

 

8. Budget update 

Thanks to Nicky Cooper who reported, that even with the additional costs of installation, the 

budget situation remained very comfortable. 

She suggested the group consider advertising the trail to maximise impact. 

The group considered targeted advertising, such as the Shropshire Star “pull out” supplement 

of “what’s on for families” at Easter / Spring time. 

We could consider paid adverts at February half term and/or Easter. 

 

9. Date of next meeting 

The group agreed to move towards quarterly meetings, and scheduled the next meeting for 

Monday 1st February 2021, to enable some time to prepare the advertising / preps before 

February half term (22nd Feb) 

 

10. AOB 

a. Future longer-terms plans for the statues – could always reprint vinyl stickers to overlay the 

plaques if individual statues wish to continue outside of the trail. 
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b. Bridgnorth Rugby Club Planning Application at Severn Park includes development on the 

former site of Hazeldine Foundry, including the BTC terrace, benches, commemorative 

plaques and Art Trail statue. 

 

Brian Jones briefed the group that the maps currently include this area in the planning 

proposals and it would remove the commemorative work done by Bridgnorth Town Council 

which had sought and secured planning permission in a protective heritage site. 

 

BJ explained that the SVR and Trevithick 200 Societies would be submitting planning 

objections.  Other organisations represented at the group (Low Town Action Group, 

Bridgnorth Civic society) also raised their concerns.  A discussion ensued.  It was agreed that 

Cllr Julia Buckley as chair, would write a letter of objection to the planning process setting 

out our concerns.  JB stated that it could be an error between the mapping as BTC would 

not want to see the commemorative plaque removed, and she would also write to BTC 

planning and town clerk to seek clarity on behalf of the group. 

 

 

 


