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1. Introduction 

1.1 This document has been prepared to accompany the Petition presented to Shropshire Council. 

1.2 Its purpose is to outline the main reasons why this petition has been raised and to give an 

indication of the areas that should be examined during the Review.   This should be useful when 

setting the Terms of Reference for the Community Governance Review. 

1.3   National guidance suggests that a Community Governance Review should be considered 

whenever a significant development occurs on the boundary of a parish, or every ten to fifteen 

years. 

1.4   At the appropriate time, Bridgnorth Town Council will submit a formal response to the body set 

up to undertake this Review.  

 

 

2. Tasley 

 

2.1  Tasley used to be a small hamlet of a few houses along 2 roads, Wenlock Road and Church Lane, 

located on the north east boundary of Bridgnorth.  

2.2  In the 1970s, the cattle market was relocated from the centre of Bridgnorth to Tasley. 

2.3  In the 1980s, a new housing estate was built off Hook Farm Road.  Although immediately 

adjacent to housing in the Hook Farm Road area, the land lay in the parish of Tasley.  This estate was 

named Tasley Park.   The only way into and out of this estate for vehicles then and even today, is via 

Hook Farm Road and other roads in Bridgnorth.    This estate is and always has been isolated from 

any other part of Tasley. 

2.4   Around 10 years ago a bigger housing estate known as Wenlock Rise was built between 

Wenlock Road and the A458 Bridgnorth by-pass.   The eastern edge of this estate is immediately 

adjacent to housing at Portman’s Way and Harley Way which are in Bridgnorth, with no open space 

or other physical features between the two settlements.   

2.5   Shropshire Council’s agreed SAMDEV proposals include provision for a further 500 homes to be 

built in the parish of Tasley.   The first phase of this would be to the north of Church Lane and the 

site would be separated at the south east from housing at Wrekin Road and Clee View Road, both in 

Bridgnorth, by a small area of open space.  A subsequent phase of the development would see the 

site of the Livestock Market relocated to the other side of the A458, and further homes and some 

facilities built between Wenlock Road and Church Lane. 

2.6   The housing estates that have been built, or proposed to be built within the next few years, are 

just an extension of the urban development of Bridgnorth. 



3. Stanmore 

 

3.1   Based on what was a former RAF station, are 2 housing estates, The Hobbins and Russell Close, 

and a relatively large industrial estate.  They are located very close to the eastern boundary of 

Bridgnorth Town, in the parish of Worfield and Rudge.    They are physically much closer to 

Bridgnorth than the next nearest village, and even more so economically.   The Hobbins is around 

730m from the existing Bridgnorth boundary, Russell Close around 900m. 

3.2   Stanmore Industrial Estate contributes significantly to employment in Bridgnorth.  Bridgnorth 

Town Council has been developing a close relationship with businesses on Stanmore Industrial 

Estate, and would like to be much more involved in the economic development of Bridgnorth Town 

and its immediate adjacent area. 

3.3   Based on what currently exists, a good case can be made for moving Stanmore from a rural 

parish into the town of Bridgnorth. 

3.4   In addition, as part of the current Local Plan Review, it is currently proposed by Shropshire 

Council to allocate land for development between the A454 (the Stanmore Straight or Green Mile) 

and the town boundary along the Hermitage escarpment.    This area is adjacent to The Hobbins.   

Further land for development around The Hobbins and to the north east of Stanmore Industrial 

Estate is also included in these proposals. 

 

 

4.  Summary 

 

4.1   Since the last boundary review in the 1970s, development has extended seamlessly beyond the 

current Bridgnorth Town Boundary into Tasley. 

4.2   The industrial estate and housing around Stanmore are very close to and economically linked to 

Bridgnorth, and most residents and businesses indicate that they live and operate in Bridgnorth. 

4.3   Further development around Stanmore is proposed, but this need not be confirmed to justify 

including the area in a Community Governance Review. 

4.4   We therefore submit a petition to Shropshire Council requesting that a Community Governance 

Review of the boundaries of Bridgnorth Town Council be carried out. 

4.5   We also request that this document is considered in setting the Terms of Reference of the 

Review. 

 

 

 

 

Bridgnorth Town Council 

(Date)          


