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        EVCH/05/1819 
 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Events & Christmas Committee Meeting  
held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House on Tuesday 29th January 2019 at 5.00pm 

 
Present:  Councillors Mrs C Baines MBE, Ms S Barlow,  

R Whittle OBE, Rev. Preb. Cawdell,  
B Davies, Councillor C Lea, D Mansfield, Mrs J Onions,  
PC M Picken, Mrs S Themans, Sgt C Thomas 

 

In Attendance:  L Jakeman, Town Clerk 
   Mrs A Kendrick, PA to the Town Clerk 
       
Absent:  Councillors Dr J Buckley, Mrs C Walden 

A Brown 
    
  

0480/1819 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
RESOLVED: to accept the following apologies for absence. 
 
Councillor S Stevens Personal Commitment 
Mrs G Bailey   Work Commitment 
 

0481/1819   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
      
0482/1819 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 There were no public questions. 
 

 0483/1819 MINUTES 
 

i) Minutes of the Events & Christmas Committee meeting held on 30th 
October 2018 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the minutes of the Events & Christmas 
Committee meeting held on the 30th October 2018, having 
previously been circulated, be signed by the Chairman as a true 
record. 
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0484/1819 INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORTS 
 
  Members noted the income and expenditure reports. 
 
0485/1819 EVENTS 
 

i) Christmas Lighting Up Night – 23rd November 2018 
 
  i) Feedback 
 

Members noted a summary of written feedback that had been 
received via email regarding the Christmas Lighting Up event. 
Comments included the quality of the PA system could be 
improved, the family friendly atmosphere and an improvement on 
anti-social behaviour from a policing perspective due to the larger 
rides not being present. 
 

  Councillor C Lea arrived at this point in the meeting. 
 

Members asked the Clerk to review the PA system to see how the 
sound quality might be improved. 

 
It was agreed that the 2019 event should be organised in a similar 
vein to that of 2018 and efforts would be focussed on this being a 
formal family event. 

 
ii) Date of Future Events 
 
  Bridgnorth Town Carnival 
 

An overview of previous discussions was provided, giving the history of 
the proposed change to a Sunday from a Saturday. 

 
  Rev. Preb S Cawdell arrived at this point in the meeting. 
 

(The Town Clerk raised concerns regarding the practicality of holding the 
event on a Sunday including; staffing the event and associated costs, 
suggesting potential remuneration for Town Council staff to ensure 
equitable treatment of both Direct Labour Force and Office Staff. It was 
agreed that this matter could be looked into at a later date and would 
need the approval of Full Town Council.) 
 
RECOMMENDED: to hold Bridgnorth Town Carnival on Sunday 23rd 
June 2019. 
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Members were made aware of the implications on the local Churches 
from holding the event on a Sunday. It was agreed by members that they 
would like to see the procession commence at 12.30pm to allow 
Churchgoers to attend the event should they wish. 

 
FURTHER RECOMMENDED: that the procession commences at 
12.30pm. 
 

  Mrs S Themans arrived at this point in the meeting. 
 
   Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

 
RECOMMENDED: to hold the Teddy Bear’s Picnic on Wednesday 
24th July 2019 (the first Wednesday after the schools break up). 

 
  Christmas Lighting Up Night 
 

Members discussed a previous suggestion to hold the event on an 
alternative day to ensure the family theme was upheld. It was felt that 
the Christmas lights made the town more welcoming to visitors and 
therefore the event should not be held any later in the year as this would 
not benefit the retailers. Members were reminded that the Christmas 
lights were a taxation on the public and therefore the benefits to the 
residents should be considered. 
 
Members discussed the possibility of closing the road slightly later than 
usual to allow vehicles to enter the High Street and therefore access the 
shops. (This would be looked into in finer detail in the coming months). 
 
RECOMMENDED: to hold the Christmas Lighting Up Night on 
Friday 22nd November 2019. 

 
iii) Bridgnorth Town Carnival 
 

Members noted the suggestions from the League of Friends of 
Bridgnorth Hospital to include a theme for procession entries and to 
consider dividing the collections from one pot to make collection 
amounts fairer.  Members were of the general opinion that it was 
probably appropriate each ‘collector’ keep their own collected funds.  
 
It was agreed that the procession entry forms could include a suggestion 
for a theme, such as the 50th Anniversary of the moon landing, but that 
no formal theme be set. 
 
Town Council officers would look at the format of the procession order to 
ensure an equitable treatment of regular attendees. Holding a ballot was 
suggested. 
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Members asked that serious consideration be given to the provision/ 
renewal and installation of bunting during the summer months to add to 
the spectacle of events and the High Street in general.  
 

  iv) Freedom of the Town – The Rifles 
 

Members noted that a date is currently being sought for The Rifles to 
exercise their rights to parade through the Town (minute number 
0350/1819 from the Town Council meeting on 16th October 2018 refers). 
 
Rev. Preb S Cawdell requested that he be involved in any preparations. 
 

v) Volunteers for Events 
 

Members considered a proposal from Councillor R Whittle OBE that 
consideration be given to the recruitment of more volunteers for events – 
in particular for Carnival – to make them less costly for Council. Another 
alternative suggestion was to hand this over to either a volunteer 
committee or commercial operator with a fixed grant from Council. 
 
Concern was raised that the event may fold should a volunteer group 
take over the organisation, as had happened in the past. Members noted 
however that many successful Town Carnivals are organised by 
volunteer committees (albeit they might receive some financial support 
from parish and town councils) and that it is often easier for funding to 
be obtained by such groups. 
 
There was a view that residents did not mind paying a contribution 
towards the organisation of events as they do a lot of good for the town. 
They are perceived to be low cost and inclusive to all. 
 
It was suggested that members of the wider community be asked if they 
would be interested in contributing directly to the nature of the Carnival 
e.g. format / themes / dates/ fundraising.  An informal meeting to be held 
(in the next 3 – 6 weeks) of potential interested parties was suggested.  
 
RECOMMENDED: that Town Clerk organises an open meeting to 
encourage/ explore the possibility of wider community engagement 
in the structure, organisation, delivery and shaping of the carnival. 
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vi) Calendar of Events – External Organisations 
 

Members noted the following events being organised by external 
organisations: 
 

 Sunday 7th April - Annual Shropshire Vintage Tractor Road Run 

 Monday 6th May – May Fair 

 Monday 27th May – Bridgnorth Lions Walk & Marathon 

 Sunday 14th July – Street Festival 

 Sunday 25th August – Food Fair 

 Sunday 1st September – Italian AutoMoto Festival 

 Sunday 8th December – Christmas Street Market 
 
0486/1819 CHRISTMAS LIGHTING INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

 Members considered a wide range of comments including: 
 

 As LED lights are so cheap to run we should consider lighting up the lovely 
north and south Town Hall windows - not so much just for Christmas, but 
throughout the winter months. 

 The High St lights now look a rather sorry lot compared with the more 
modern displays in Low Town and that therefore we should seek 
sponsorship to replace these and then also use the existing lights along 
Castle Walk (possibly done in a way that they can remain in situ to avoid 
erection and dismantling costs. 

 The lights do need refreshing. I see there were none up New Road this year 
which we have had in the past. Do bear in mind though that people like their 
traditions, and there will be some, certainly, who enjoy the ‘retro’ feel of the 
present arrangements. 

 Would be really nice to have Christmas lights on early in the mornings and 
on dull days....they must cost a lot to put up - but it seems so much of the 
time (certainly when I am up and about) they are not even on. 

 We are a tourist destination and therefore do need to spend money on 
ambience and events, but at the same time we are not Regent Street. 

 
The Christmas lighting in the area of the High Street was discussed and a 
possible upgrade/modification/refresh was considered worthy of consideration. 
It was noted that there were no Town Council budgeted funds available in 
financial year 2019/20 for a major overhaul of the lights.  There was a view that 
some local businesses might be willing to contribute to some extent to ‘refresh’ 
some or all of the lights. 
 
Members agreed that the Christmas Lights element of the meeting might 
benefit from a separate ‘single item’ meeting.  This would permit some more 
detailed consideration of the comments by members and allow some time to 
obtain some upgrade proposals including cost from Christmas Lighting 
suppliers to allow members to understand the art of the possible.  


