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BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL        
St Leonard’s Close 
Bridgnorth 
Shropshire 
WV16 4EJ 
www.bridgnorthtowncouncil.gov.uk 
______________________________________________________________________________  

 

                    16th January 2018 

 
The Meeting of Bridgnorth Town Council will be held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House,  
St Leonard’s Close, Bridgnorth on Tuesday 22nd January 2019 at 7.15pm, when Members 
are summoned to attend. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Lee Jakeman PSLCC 
Town Clerk 
Email: townclerk@bridgnorthtowncouncil.gov.uk       
Telephone: 01746 762231        
               
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
 Members are asked to receive apologies for absence for this meeting 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive declarations under consideration on this agenda in accordance with the 
Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) 
Regulations 2012   
 
Members are reminded that should you declare a pecuniary interest at a meeting, it is 
your responsibility to inform the Monitoring Officer. 
 

3. Public Question Time 
 

  Members of the public are advised that they welcome to ask questions about items on 
the agenda. Where a question relates more generally to the business of the Council, 
advance notification is preferred so that a considered response can be provided. It is 
not always possible to give a verbal response at a meeting and questions may receive a 
written reply. In accordance with Standing Order 1s (viii), questions should be related to 
matters of Town Council policy or practice and not related to the individual affairs of 
either the questioner or any other named person. 

 
Questions from Mrs A Wilson 
 
1. At the Annual Town Meeting 2018 Graham Downes from Shropshire Council said 

that the missing railings at Fox Corner would be put back in by the end of June 
2018. The accident which demolished the railings took place in May/June 2017. 
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Could the Town Council please confirm when the railings will be repaired? Many 
local residents are commenting on the length of time this is takings. 

 
2. Shropshire Council Highways, minuted in the Town Council minutes, had agreed 

to look at options for the junction of Hollybush Road and the Highley Road after 
concerns were raised by local residents due to the serious issues of road safety 
at that junction. Following a site meeting the Shropshire Council officer agreed to 
amend the signage and road markings in the short term but longer term 
consideration for a roundabout at that junction was spoken about. There are 
regular near misses and accidents at the junction. Could the Town Council give 
an update on where these proposals are currently at please? 

 
4. Minutes  
 

i) To approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th 
December 2018. 

(BTC/13/1819 on the Town Council website) 
 

5. Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Diary 
  
  Members are asked to note the Town Mayor’s and Deputy Mayor’s Diary since the last 

Town Council meeting. 
 
 Mayor’s Diary 
 

19/12  RAF Cosford No 1 Radio School passing out parade - Acting as Graduation 
Officer 
21/12  Visit to Danesford Grange 
21/12  Visit to Oldbury Grange 
21/12  Partying with Staff and Councillors 
25/12  Visit to Innage Grange 
25/12  Visit to Bridgnorth Hospital 
25/12  Christmas Lunch at Together at Christmas 
3/1      Filming Arts Trail video at SVR 

 
 Deputy Mayor’s Diary 
 

16/12  Sinfonia Concert in St Mary's 
21/12 Staff do at Golden Lion 

 
6.   Members Question Time 
 

Members are asked to receive questions in accordance with Standing Order 8 (two days 
written notice required) and to take no more than 15 minutes in total.   

 
7. Committee Minutes 
 

Members are asked to receive the minutes and note the resolutions contained therein:  
 

i) Planning Committee – minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th December 
2018 

(PL/12/1819 on the Town Council website) 
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ii) Planning Committee – minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th January 
2019 

(PL/13/1819 on the Town Council website) 
8.      Finance 
 

i) Accounts Paid – December 2018 
 

Members are asked to retrospectively approve payments and those invoices paid 
in between meetings. 

(Appendix A on the Town Council website) 
 

ii) Balance Sheet 
 

Members are asked to note the balance sheet as at 31st December 2018. 
 (Appendix B on the Town Council website) 

 
iii) Town Council Bank Reconciliation Statement 

 

Members are asked to note the bank reconciliation statement. 
(Appendix C on the Town Council website) 

  
iv) Receipts and Payments Summary  

 
Members are asked to note the Receipts and Payments Summary as at 31st 
December 2018. 
 
Members are advised that a full Income & Expenditure report can be found on the 
Town Council under Policies & Procedures; Financials. 

(Appendix D on the Town Council website) 
 

v) Accounts for Payment  
 
Members are asked to authorise the signing of invoices for payment. 

(Appendix E on the Town Council website) 
 

vi) Direct Debit Payments (additions to schedule) 
  

Members are asked to receive a report from the RFO and recommendation to 
delegate to the RFO the task of setting up a direct debit with Pitney 
Bowes/Purchase Power. 

(Appendix F on the Town Council website) 
 

9. Low Town Community Hall 
 

i) Accounts for Payment 
 

Members are asked to authorise the signing of invoices for payment and those    
invoices paid in between meetings. 

(Appendix G on the Town Council website) 
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10. Precept / Budget Setting 
 

At its meeting held on 4 December 2018 The Town Council recommended a final draft 
budget and fees be approved at the January meeting of the full Town Council. In the 
intervening periods a number of assumptions have changed and the budget has been 
amended to reflect those changes.  A detailed report from the RFO is attached which 
provides background, clarification and recommendations.  

(Appendix H on the Town Council website) 
 

The precept is the level of taxation imposed upon the residents of Bridgnorth to support 
the budgeted expenditure. As the Town Council receives some income from the 
services it runs and can use some of its reserves to fund the in-year budget, the precept 
is likely to differ (by being lower) from the overall budget:- Members are asked to 
consider the following recommendations:  
 
i) To approve the summary budget (Flag 4 of the attached report) for FY 2019/20. 

 
(That results in: Precept of £613,161, General Reserve at £155,050 and Band D 
equivalent of £134.69, percentage increase of 2.99%.) 

 
ii) That a precept be issued, requiring Shropshire Council to pay Bridgnorth Town 

Council £613,161 (Six Hundred and Thirteen Thousand One Hundred and Sixty-
one Pounds) to meet its expenditure for the financial year 2019/20. 

   
11.  Approval of Town Council Fees 

 
To approve the revised list of fees, attached, that were agreed at the Town Council 
meeting on Tue 4th December (minute 0417/1819 (i) refers) 

(Appendix I on the Town Council website) 
 
12. Annual Town Meeting 
 

i) Members are asked to note that the Annual Town Meeting will take place on 
Tuesday 30th April 2019 at 7pm.   

 
ii) Members are asked to consider a proposal that the meeting is held in Low Town 

Community Hall.   
 

While custom is for the meeting to alternate between Castle hall and The Low 
Town Community Centre (with this year due to be Castle Hall) the likelihood of 
some significant building works in Castle Hall might mean that holding the 
meeting in Low Town Community Centre this year would be prudent. 

 
iii) Members are invited to submit topics/ agenda for the meeting items in writing for 

consideration by the Town Mayor before the end of March.  
 
(Clerk’s note: the Annual Town meeting is wholly different from the Annual Council meeting 

(which is a meeting of councillors).  The Annual Town Meeting is a meeting of the residents of 
the Town to discuss between themselves whatsoever they might choose. In general terms there 
is no specific role for the Town Council to play other than that the Mayor is required to call the 

meeting and Chair it; it is not a Town Council meeting) 
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13. Bridgnorth Arts Trail 
 

i) Minutes and Project Plan 
  

To receive the notes of a meeting held on 5th December 2018 and an outline 
project plan covering Jan 2019 to Apr 2020 for the next steps of the project. 

(Appendix J on the Town Council website) 
 
14. Community Governance Review 
 

i) To receive an extract of correspondence (sent by e-mail) from Shropshire Cllr 
Winwood on behalf of himself Cllr Lynch, Cllr Lea and Cllr Parr. 

 
“Thank you for your letter regarding a meeting with Bridgnorth Town Council Regarding 
the above, Following discussions with Bridgnorth members of Shopshire Council We are 
of the opinion that their is little point in a meeting as we are fully aware of the Town 
council position which was set out clearly in the report to council, As were the reasons 
for our apposing the motion.” 
 
(Clerk’s note: At the previous meeting the Town Clerk was instructed to write on behalf of 
Bridgnorth Town Council to Shropshire Cllrs Winwood, Lea, Parr and Lynch to express its 
disquiet at the perceived lack of engagement on the topic [CGR] with Bridgnorth Town Council 
and further invite them to meet with Bridgnorth Town Council [and/or its representatives] to 
listen to its views on the matter). 

 
ii) To note that a number of signatures have been obtained to support a petition that 

will require Shropshire Council to undertake a Community Governance Review of 
Bridgnorth and receive any updates.  

 
15.  Listley Street 
 

Members are asked to note that a meeting is to take place with Hugh Dannatt, 
Shropshire Council’s Traffic Team Manager, at Cantern Brook on Thursday 31st January 
2019 at 3pm to discuss traffic management in and around Bridgnorth (minute 0443/1819 
refers).   Councillors are asked to inform the Town Clerk of their availability to attend. 
Where councillors are unable to attend they are advised to submit their views on the 
matter in writing to the Town Clerk who can pass them on as appropriate. 

 
16. Local Plan Review ‘Preferred Sites’ 
 

An opportunity has arisen for the Town Council to provide a formal response to 
Shropshire Council’s consultation on the topic. Members are asked to consider a report 
and its appendices and a recommendation that the Town Council RESOLVES: 
 

To approve the (2-page) draft submission and proposed questionnaire responses 
(prepared by the LPR Working Group) to Shropshire Council in response to the 
Local Plan Review ‘Preferred Sites’ Consultation. 

(TC/51/1819 on the Town Council website) 
 

17.  Town Mayor (Elect) and Deputy Town Mayor (Elect) 2019/2020 
 

The Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor will be appointed at the Annual Meeting of 
the Town Council, to be held on Thursday 16th May 2019.  It is custom to appoint a 
Mayor (elect) and the Deputy Mayor (elect) in advance. 
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Members are asked to identify: 

 
i) The Town Mayor (elect) for 2019/2020 

 
ii) The Deputy Town Mayor (elect) 2019/2020 
 

(Clerk’s Note:  The decision here is non-binding as the formal appointment of the 2 posts should take 

place at the annual meeting of the Council) 
 
18. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

 
 RECOMMENDED in terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, the following 

items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to establishment and 
contractual matters and it is, therefore, RECOMMENDED that pursuant to the provisions 
of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be 
excluded. 

  
19. Town Council Debtors 

 
This item is being discussed in confidential as it may relate to the early stages of 
dispute. 

 
20. Staffing Matters 
 
 This item is being discussed in confidential it relates to terms of service. 
 
Membership: Councillor R Whittle OBE (Town Mayor), Mrs C Baines MBE, Ms S Barlow,  
Dr J Buckley, D Cooper, G Davies, C Dyson, R Fox, A Hinton, Mrs H Howell,  
Mrs K Hurst-Knight, E Marshall, Mrs J Onions, Mrs S Stevens, Mrs C Walden, Mrs C Whittle. 


