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         BTC/05/1819 
 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Bridgnorth Town Council  
held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House on Tuesday 3rd July 2018 at 7.15pm 

 
Present:  The Town Mayor, Councillor R Whittle OBE in the Chair,  

Councillors Mrs C Baines MBE, Ms S Barlow, Dr C Dyson, 
Mrs H Howell, Mrs K Hurst-Knight, E Marshall,  
Mrs J Onions, Mrs C Walden and Mrs C Whittle  

 

In Attendance:  Acting Town Clerk, Barry Ince MCGI  
    Two members of public     
    

Minutes Secretary and transcribed by Mrs P M Russell  
    

0160/1819 FIRE SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The meeting commenced with a fire safety announcement by the Mayor. 
 

0161/1819 RECORDING OF MEETINGS 
 

The Chairman informed the meeting that recording, including filming, audio 
recording, taking photographs, blogging, tweeting and using other social media 
websites is permitted at Council meetings which are open to the public - 
however, anyone wishing to do is requested to speak to the Town Council staff 
prior to the meeting as there are rules which must be followed. 

    
0162/1819 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
i) RESOLVED: to receive the apologies as listed below. 
 

       Councillor Mrs S Stevens  Personal Commitment 
Councillor D Cooper  Personal Commitment 
Councillor R Fox   Personal Commitment  

  Councillor A Hinton   Personal Commitment  
 
(ii)  No formal approval of the reasons for absence for the purposes of S85 

Local Government Act 1972 was required. 
 

0163/1819   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Personal Interest: 
 
 Councillor  Mrs H Howell  Agenda item 23 
 Councillor E Marshall Agenda item 23 
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0164/1819 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
   Questions from a Resident 
 

1. How many organisations have had free use of the Town Council’s assets, 
and/or resources (including labour), and/or financial services in the last 
fiscal year, and what has been the total cost to the Council? 

 
The Mayor responded Bridgnorth Town Council have a list of 12 
organisations that have had free use of assets but no costs have been 
identified in the accounts but they will reduce. 

 
2. Does the Town Council have powers of compulsory purchase of land to 

extend the Cemetery, and if so will it use them? 
 

The Mayor responded Bridgnorth Town Council does not have Compulsory 
power. 

 
 0165/1819 MINUTES 
 

To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Bridgnorth Town Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 19th June 2018 
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Bridgnorth Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 19th June 201 be received and adopted 

 
0166/1819 MATTERS ARISING 
 

 There were no matters arising. 
 

0167/1819 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no Members questions 
   
0168/1819 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Members were asked to receive the minutes and note the resolutions contained 
therein:  

 
i) Planning Committee – minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th June 

2018 
 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 
on Monday 18th June 2018 be received and adopted. 

 
0169/1819 MATTERS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

There were no matters arising from the committee minutes. 
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0170/1819 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal be affixed to the following documents: 
 

Section E 420, 472A and 616B 
Oak Grove 182V 
Cremation Plot 268 
 

0171/1819  PLANNING APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION BY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Members were asked to consider the following planning application as per a 
previous resolution of Council (114/20 (b) of 17 November 2009) which 
requests that any major projects affecting the whole of the wellbeing of the town 
be referred to full Town Council for consideration.   
 
18/02281/FUL Demolition of the existing buildings and redevelopment to form 
50 retirement living apartments, including communal facilities, access, car 
parking and landscaping – Land at Innage Lane, Bridgnorth, 

 
Standing orders were suspended to allow a resident to speak. 

 
Standing orders were reinstated. 

 
RESOLVED: that Bridgnorth Town Council recommends refusal of the above 
application. 
  
 

0172/1819 FREEDOM OF THE TOWN – RIFLES 
 

Following previous discussions, the Town Council has been approached by the 
Rifles to request giving them the Freedom of the Town on Saturday 14th 
September 2019. A parade route would be decided and depending on how 
Members choose to proceed, could run at nil cost to the town. 

 
RESOLVED: that the Rifles, having already got Freedom of the Town, can 
exercise their freedom.  
 
A request to investigate giving RAF Cosford Freedom of Bridgnorth Town was 
made. 
 
Councillor Mrs C Baines MBE asked it to be recorded how helpful and 
supportive of Crucial Crew RAF Cosford are. 

 
0173/1819 EVENTS EXPENDITURE 
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Members were asked to give retrospective approval to the following events 
expenditure: 

 
Spartan Trophies – 20 x Trophies for procession entries 

 
RESOLVED: that retrospective approval be given for the cost of 20 x Trophies 
for procession entries in the sum of £145.90. 

 
Members were asked to give approval for the purchase of promotional material 
for Teddy Bears Picnic. 

 
RESOLVED: that approval for the purchase of promotional material for Teddy 
Bears Picnic be given to a maximum of £150.00 

 
0174/1819 GRANT REQUEST 
 

Members were asked to consider a grant request from St. Leonard’s Primary 
School for purchasing new recycling bins. 
 
RESOLVED: that Bridgnorth Town Council reject the request from St. 
Leonard’s Primary School for purchasing new recycling bins. But write to St. 
Leonard’s Primary School suggesting that they get in touch with Veolia.  

 
0175/1819 REQUEST FOR USE OF COUNCIL PREMISES 

  
i)  Request from Cleobury County Archers 

 
Members were asked to consider a request from Cleobury County 
Archers for the use of Severn Park and Castle Hall. 

 
RESOLVED: that Cleobury County Archers may have the use of Severn 
Park and Castle Hall with normal hire charges being applied. 

 
ii) Request from Laughter Yoga in Bridgnorth 

 
Members were asked to consider a request from Laughter Yoga to hold 
a Yoga session on a Thursday lunchtime in the Castle Grounds, from 1-
2pm once a month, free of charge. They would like for Council to 
consider allowing free use of the Castle Grounds. 

 
RESOLVED: that Laughter Yoga in Bridgnorth be allowed the free use 
on a Thursday lunchtime in the Castle Grounds, from 1-2pm once a 
month, once it has been confirmed that there is no charge to 
participants.  

 
0176/1819 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
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i) Members were asked to receive the notes of the Local Plan & 
Community Governance Review Working Party meeting held on Monday 
18th June 2018 

  
ii) Members were asked to consider and approve the Terms of Reference 

for the Local Plan and Community Governance Review Working Party. 
 

A verbal update was given by the Chairman of the Local Plan Review 
and Community Governance Review Meeting. 

 
RESOLVED: that Members accept the terms of reference accepting that 
an additional finale paragraph which on the understanding that the 
wording will be agreed between the mayor and chairman of the working 
party. 
 
Members requested that a thank you for all the hard work put into this 
project by Cllrs D Cooper, C Dyson and E Marshall be Minuted. 

 
Also Councillor Mrs C Whittle told members that she had requested 
Peter Nutting from Shropshire Council should attend one of the Town 
Council Meetings in the future. 

 
0177/1819 OUTDOORS AND PROPERTIES MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
FLORAL DISPLAYS 

Four hanging baskets have had to be removed from the road side of the Town 
Hall as the hanging brackets have become unsafe. The brackets will be 
repaired and baskets rehung as soon as the maintenance team are free to do 
so. 
 
REPAIR WORK TO THE RAISED PLANTERS ON THE GROVE  

A letter of thanks was sent to T&G Builders who kindly donated all building 
materials for the repairs to the raised flower beds outside the Lodge Lane 
Coop. 
 
ST MARY’S CHURCH LIGHTING 

Just waiting now for Lightwire Electrical to fit the spotlights and reconnect. 
 
REPOINTING & ROOF REPAIRS ABOVE THE TOWN CLERKS OFFICE 

This work has been temporarily delayed but will start shortly. 
 
RIVERSIDE VEGETATION CLEARING 

The riverside clearance of the higher level vegetation only will be on-going 
throughout the year. 
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GRASS CUTTING / WATERING 

The grass cutting continues as normal but the frequency of watering the 
mangers and bedding has had to be increased due to this unusually hot dry 
spell. 

 
 GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
 
Two of the older and unserviceable mowers are being sent to Rea Valley 
Tractors in Shrewsbury for repair estimates. These repairs are likely to be quite 
expensive and once known I will ask Members to consider whether or not they 
are worth repairing. 

      The cost for the Mowers will be brought back to the next meeting. 
 

0178/1819 CASTLE HALL 
 

Members were asked to note that the current licensee of the Castle Hall bar will 
cease to operate the bar at the end of 2018. Members were asked if they would 
like to refer this matter to the Castle Hall Working Party. 

 
RESOLVED:  that this matter be referred back to the Castle Hall Working Party 
as a matter of urgency.  

 
0179/1819 LAVINGTON GARDENS MONITORING 

 
Members noted the monitoring report for the Lavington Gardens rock face from 
Sladen Associates.  

  

0180/1819 TOWN COUNCIL INSURANCE 2018/19 
 

Members noted the insurance renewal with Zurich Municipal for 2018/2019 at a 
premium of £16,560.71. This is made up of £14,757.03 for the policy, 
£1,721.61 Insurance Premium Tax and £82.07 VAT. 

 
The premium quoted includes an uplift for index linking. 

  
0181/1819 DESIGNATION OF LOCAL NATURE RESERVES. 

 
Members were asked to consider a request by Shropshire Wildlife Trust as to 
whether Bridgnorth Town Council have any suitable sites to be added as 
designated Local Nature Reserves sites. 

 
RESOLVED: that this item be brought back to the next meeting when costs 
have been identified. 
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0182/1819 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

 
RECOMMENDED in terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, the 
following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to 
establishment and contractual matters and it is, therefore, RECOMMENDED 
that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960 the public and press be excluded. 

 
 

0183/1819 COUNCIL MATTERS 
 

A request had been received regarding Sale of Land but it was confirmed that 
covenants prevented this. 

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.58pm. 


