
Local Plan and CGR working group 

DRAFT: Issues for consideration in a CGR 

1. Introduction 

1.1. This document is presented alongside a request from Bridgnorth Town 
Council for a review of Governance arrangements of the Town and its 
adjacent parishes. 

1.2. It covers issues that we believe should be considered by a Community 
Governance Review. 

1.3. The list of issues is not necessarily complete and the potential solutions 
proposed will be reviewed by Bridgnorth Town Council in light of subsequent 
proposals published as part of the review of the Local Plan and the Green 
Belt review. 

2. Town and Parish boundaries 

2.1. We previously asked Shropshire Council to carry out a Community 
Governance Review with a view to merging the parishes of Bridgnorth and 
Tasley. That request was made in the light of the residential development 
which had historically taken place within the parish of Tasley to meet the 
needs of the wider Bridgnorth area, and of further residential and employment 
development to meet the needs of the settlement of Bridgnorth which was 
agreed under the Council’s Site Allocations and Management of Development 
Plan (SAMDev). 

2.2. We based our request on the premise that all of an identifiable and 
interdependent settlement should be represented by a common parish 
governance, so that residents may have their say equally on matters affecting 
the whole of the settlement. We consider that remains sound and that the 
question of whether the Town of Bridgnorth and the parish of Tasley should 
be merged should be examined in the review we are now requesting. 

2.3. However, since it was recommended to the Shropshire Council meeting on 
17th December 2016 that a review be considered after the local elections in 
May 2017, Shropshire Council has considered a further partial review of its 
Local Plan (with a view to extending this to 2036) and launched an economic 
growth strategy which will affect the future level of development (for both 
housing and employment) across the County. This has led to a requirement to 
look at further significant development of Bridgnorth, over and above that 
identified in SAMDeV. 

2.4. We thus feel that a Community Governance Review of the parish tier level 
should encompass all parishes adjoining Bridgnorth Town where 
development is likely to take place, in line with the emerging Local Plan. We 
would aim to have a coherent parish level structure in which the electorate of 
the whole developed area is represented by a single authority which can take 
a view of the public interest across the whole area, including places where 
people live and work. We further understand that it may be necessary to 
amend the Green Belt boundary in the vicinity of Bridgnorth to provide for 
longer term growth options and if that option is chosen we believe any area 



safeguarded for future development should also be considered as potentially 
within common parish arrangements.  

3. Electoral arrangements 

3.1. Bridgnorth Town Council currently comprises 4 wards, each of which is 
represented by 4 members. In the event that the boundaries of the current 
Town Council area are changed, or a new body created to serve the 
representational needs of the Bridgnorth area, we would consider that one 
parish councillor per 600 – 700 electors (as at present) would remain 
sustainable. We would consider that 4 member wards would remain 
appropriate but the boundaries would clearly be different from those of the 
current Town Council wards and would need to be looked at periodically as 
the electorate grows. 

3.2. The review may need to consider Shropshire Council electoral representation 
and division boundaries in the light of development which has taken place 
since the current arrangements were established in 2009 and prospective 
further development. It may be desirable to retain an alignment between 
parish level wards and Shropshire Council electoral divisions. 


