
Notes of the meeting of the  
Local Plan and Community Governance Review Working Party 

held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House 
on Monday 10 July 2018 at 2.00pm 

Present: Councillors C Dyson, E Marshall, Mrs C Whittle and R Whittle OBE 
Mr B Ince (Acting Town Clerk), Mrs A Kendrick (Minutes Secretary) 

 

1. Fire Safety Announcement 
 

Members received a fire safety announcement. 
 

2. Community Governance Review  
 

a) When should BTC make a CGR application? 
 

Members discussed the pros and cons of submitting an application 
either to the September meeting of Shropshire Council or their meeting 
in December. It was agreed that by submitting an application earlier, 
this would give Council more time to carry out a petition should the 
application be turned down.  
 
RECOMMENDED: that a submission be made to Shropshire Council 
for a Community Governance Review in time for the September 
meeting of Shropshire Council. 

 
 b) Papers to be presented to 17th July 2018 BTC meeting 
 

Members discussed the submission document as concern was raised 
that the document was too lengthy. It was agreed that the submission 
letter (to be written by the Town Clerk) should include a summary of 
our objectives and would highlight the main vision of the Council in 
carrying out a CGR; however the submission document provided both 
Council members and Shropshire Council with a detailed explanation 
and background of the submission which would be beneficial. In 
addition, some form of ‘Vision’ document would be submitted. 
Members felt that the Vision document should state a specific number 
of Councillors (14-16 suggested), the number of proposed Wards and 
where the boundaries would be drawn. It was acknowledged that there 
were no clearly defined boundaries but it was hoped that the areas 
included in the Review would include the whole of Tasley, the area 
from Cantern Brook towards Astley Abbotts, and a portion of Worfield 
which may be targeted for development in the next 30 to 50 years. 
 
Members were in agreement that one Council which deals with the 
community in Bridgnorth would be more beneficial to both residents 
and other authorities when issues arise. 
 
It was therefore agreed that there would be three documents sent to 
Shropshire Council as part of the submission: 
 



 A letter from the Town Clerk containing a Council resolution from 
the meeting held on 17th July requesting a Community Governance 
Review for Bridgnorth and the surrounding areas. 

 A supporting document on the Community Governance Review 
which, once agreed by Council, would then be amended from a 
report to the Town Council to a document to accompany the Town 
Clerk’s letter to Shropshire Council 

 A ‘Vision’ document discussing the issues that the Town Council 
would like to see addressed by the Review and preferred solutions. 

 
c)         Motion to be put to 17th July 2018 BTC meeting 

 
Members agreed that the following motions are to be placed on the 
agenda for Council consideration at their meeting on 17th July 2018: 
 

 That the Town Clerk write to Shropshire Council requesting that it 
conducts a Community Governance Review to examine the town 
and parish boundaries in the Bridgnorth area and related aspects of 
local governance, in the light of completed, planned and anticipated 
development across and beyond the town’s boundaries. 

 That the documents submitted to Council are accepted as the 
substantive form of the request to Shropshire Council, for 
submission in time for Shropshire Council’s meeting in September. 

 That the Working Party and Town Clerk are given delegated 
authority to make minor amendments to the documents submitted 
to Council, subject to any discussions held by full Council. 

 That Bridgnorth Town Council make preparations to carry out a 
petition in the event of a Community Governance Review being 
turned down by Shropshire Council. 
 

d) CGR application to Shropshire Council 
 

It was agreed that once Council approve the submission and 
associated documents, contact should be made with the four 
Shropshire Councillors to get them on board. One SC Councillor had 
previously voiced their support of a CGR. 

 
Members discussed the possibility of the CGR being turned down and 
agreed that all Councillors should be contacted to ask them to go into 
their Wards and speak to their electors should the need for a petition 
arise. 

 
3. Local Plan Review 
 

Councillor C Dyson advised that there was nothing to report on this item. He 
had been speaking to a number of organisations in the town and was looking 
to contact more to look at the Town Plan. 

 
He advised that he would appreciate suggestions on other people in 
Bridgnorth who should be approached to contribute to writing a draft of a 
revised Town Plan. 



 
4. Date of next meeting 

 
 6th August 2018 at 10am  

 

The meeting closed at 2.55pm. 

 


