
Notes of the meeting of the  
Local Plan and Community Governance Review Working Party 

held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House 
on Monday 18 June 2018 at 10.00am 

Present: Councillors D Cooper, C Dyson, E Marshall, Mrs S Stevens, 
Mrs C Whittle and R Whittle OBE 
Mr B Ince (Acting Town Clerk), Mrs L Gardner (minutes secretary) 

1 Fire Safety Announcement 

The Acting Town Clerk made a fire safety announcement. 

2 Election of Chairman 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S Stevens, seconded by Councillor Mrs C 
Whittle and RESOLVED: that Councillor Clive Dyson be elected Chairman of 
the Local Plan and Community Governance Review Working Party for the 
ensuing year. 

3 Election of Vice Chairman 

It was proposed by Councillor R Whittle and Seconded by Councillor Mrs C 
Whittle that Councillor E Marshall be elected Vice Chairman of the Local Plan 
and Community Governance Review Working Party for the ensuing year. 

It was then proposed by Councillor D Cooper and seconded by Councillor C 
Dyson that Councillor D Cooper be elected Vice Chairman of the Local Plan 
and Community Governance Review Working Party for the ensuing year. 

Following a vote it was RESOLVED: that Councillor E Marshall be elected 
Vice Chairman of the Local Plan and Community Governance Review 
Working Party for the ensuing year. 

4 Objectives – Community Governance Review  

 Members were reminded that they already have an agreement from Council 
to apply for a Community Governance Review (CGR); that it had been applied 
for previously but turned down for various reasons including insufficient time 
and that it must be resubmitted before March 2019 or it could be turned down 
again due to lack of time. A CGR could mean a major revision of boundaries. 

 Members were reminded that the review process can take up to one year and 
that Shropshire Council would want it in place before the elections in 2021, so 
our completion would be required by late 2020. Should Shropshire Council 
turn down our application again, we would also need time to submit a petition 
signed by 10% of all electors. We should therefore be aiming to submit our 
intention by July/September of this year. Members were reminded of the dates 
of our September meetings on 4 September and 18 September 2018 so 
should aim for preparing something for Members consideration by 12 
September at the latest to be included with the agenda for the later meeting. 

 Councillor Mrs C Whittle stated that she was due to see Peter Nutting, Leader 
of Shropshire Council, on an unrelated matter next week and could speak to 
him informally on the matter and ascertain whether a formal meeting should 
be set up for discussions or whether he would be willing to attend a Town 



Council meeting to speak to Members. Members’ agreement for this will be 
requested at the Town Council meeting on 19 June 2018. 

 It was requested that the Acting Town Clerk find out whether we would need 
documents to back up a formal request for a CGR. It was agreed that he 
should be established how much information will be required with the 
application. 

 It was pointed out that there would be significant impact on staff time. 

 Members were reminded that a meeting was held with other Clerks and 
Councillors from Tasley, Chetton, Morville and Eardington last Autumn but 
that it did not progress. 

 Members agreed that, at the Town Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 
 19 June 2018, Members of the Working Group would seek approval to 
develop a draft case for a CGR to be presented at the July Town Council 
meeting and for a decision to be made as to whether to proceed with a formal 
proposal for a CGR at that meeting. If that is agree, approval to submit a 
formal proposal would be requested at the September Town Council meeting. 

 It was also requested that agreement be sought from Council to invite other 
parishes to further meetings discuss responding to the Local Plan and the 
possible need for a CGR. 

 It was also agreed that an item be added to the agenda of the 2 July 2018 
Town Council meeting to decide whether to proceed with a formal application 
for a CGR. 

5 Local Plan Review 

Members were reminded that they will have to respond to the ongoing 
consultation on the revision of the Local Plan. Work to develop a ‘Town Plan’ 
and consider developing a Neighbourhood Plan will help provide a basis for 
such responses. 

 It was confirmed that Shropshire Council are looking to adopt the Local Plan 
 by 2021 and that SAMDev runs until 2026. Clarification was given that the 
Local Plan looks at strategic priorities for development of an area and covers 
commercial, public and private development. The Place Plan identifies 
infrastructure and investment projects e.g. roads, play areas, additional town 
centre car parking etc that are required to implement an approved Local Plan. 
Such projects are mostly funding with Community Infrastructure Levy funds. 

Potential approaches to developing a Town Plan and consulting with 
members of the public were discussed. It was suggested that a group of 
perhaps twenty people, including some from community groups and 
businesses, would be appropriate to develop a draft Town Plan to take 
forward for consolation. 

It was noted that a Town Plan could lead to a Neighbourhood Plan, which is 
an approved local plan for an area that has to be considered by Shropshire 
Council. It was confirmed that a Neighbourhood Plan would need consultation 
followed by a referendum. 



It was pointed out that this may be a costly exercise, possibly up to £40,000 if 
professional planning assistance is taken in full. A maximum grant of £17,000 
is available to councils to support the development of a Neighbourhood plan. 

Members were informed that there would be 25% of CIL money available to 
support relevant expenditure. 

6 Programme for the ensuing year 

Proposals to report to Town Council at their meeting on 19 June 2018: 

6.1 Community Governance Review 

 Councillor Mrs C Whittle to speak informally to Peter Nutting, Leader of 
Shropshire Council with a view to more formal discussions. 

 Approval for a draft case for a CGR to be presented at the July Town 
Council meeting, leading to a decision as to whether to develop a formal 
proposal to be approved for submission, at the September Town Council 
meeting. 

 Approach other Parishes to arrange one or more informal meetings with 
Cllr R Whittle and Cllr C Dyson.  

 Cllr E Marshal will lead the development of a formal application for a CGR. 

 Cllr D Cooper will lead the development of a case document reviewing the 
advantages and disadvantages of a CGR. 

6.2  Local Plan review 

 The Town Council will have to respond to the ongoing consultation on the 
revision of the Local Plan. A Town Plan will be developed to provide one 
input to the response. 

 Draft Town Plan - To be written and used as a consultation document 
leading to a finalised Town Plan by the second quarter of the next 
calendar year. 

 Consider working towards a Neighbourhood Plan and, if so, apply for 
funding. The Town Plan would provide a basis for this. Approval of 
Neighbourhood Plan might be expected in 2 to 3 years. 

 Due to the scale of work involved it was suggested that draft documents 
be produced initially which would then be refined in stages. 

 Assemble groups to write documents within the timeframe; organising 
separate meetings to report back to this Working Party. 

 Ask Town Council for their suggestions on how to recruit participants and 
who to invite. Networking will be one approach to take. 

 Members to suggest individuals and organisations to the Chairman. 

 Cllr C Dyson will Chair the group developing the Town Plan. 

7 Date of next meeting 

 A provisional date of 9 July 2018 was suggested (to be confirmed). Dates for 
subsequent meeting to be agreed, but will be held at fortnightly intervals. 

The meeting closed at 12.05pm. 



Appendix: Summary of dates (to be developed further) 

19/6/18 Town Council meeting – report on objectives and approach. 

3/7/18 Town Council meeting – decision on finalising a formal application for 
a CGR and a supporting case for the submission. 

4/9/18 Town Council meeting – to review the formal application and 
supporting case and agree on whether to make the submission. 

Sept 2018 Shropshire Council meeting – we would aim for a formal application 
for a CGR to be submitted for this meeting. 

Dec. 2018 Shropshire Council meeting – this is the last meeting at which a 
formal application could sensibly be submitted. 

 


