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Bridgnorth Town Council 

Draft Terms of Reference – Local Plan and Community Governance Working Party 

Background 

Bridgnorth currently has a Town Plan, which was adopted by the Town Council in 
December 2011 and accepted by Shropshire Council as valid community guidance. It 
was prepared in a different economic climate and a new version is overdue. It should 
include an analysis of the issues that Bridgnorth, and its surrounding area, faces and 
a summary of approaches to be adopted to maximise the area’s prosperity and the 
well-being of its residents. One of our aims is to facilitate such an analysis and the 
production of a new Town Plan. 

We will have the option of subsequently progressing the work on the Town Plan to a 
Neighbourhood Plan, which is a recognised document for an area that the planners 
and Shropshire Council have to take into account as a material consideration in 
taking decisions on planning applications. Bridgnorth currently does not have a 
Neighbourhood Plan, though many other Towns in Shropshire are in the process of 
producing them. Examination of the plan for soundness by a government inspector 
and a local referendum would be required to adopt a Neighbourhood Plan. Costs 
may be in the range of £20,000 to £40,000, although there is a grant of up to £17,000 
available to support this. 

This work will provide the Town Council with the basis for its response to the ongoing 
consultation in the revision of Shropshire’s Local Plan. The Local Plan has 2 
components: the Core Strategy, which defines broad principles which Shropshire will 
use to guide development; and the Site Allocation and Management of Development 
(SAMDev) plan. SAMDev provides specific policies about the scale and type of 
development which will be permitted in each settlement in the County, including the 
allocation of specific sites for housing and employment and policies about Town 
Centres1. 

SAMDev covers the period 2006 – 2026 and Shropshire is now carrying out a partial 
review of its Local Plan to provide detailed guidance on development for the period 
2016 – 2036. A review of the Green Belt is also taking place and any changes 
proposed will have to take a longer-term view beyond 2036. The plan is due to be 
completed as a draft by the end of 2019 and will then be submitted to the Secretary 
of State and subject to examination for soundness by a Planning Inspector; formal 
adoption is then scheduled for the end of 2020. Thereafter, the Plan is likely to be 
reviewed every 5 years. Evidence of appropriate community engagement is a key 
part of defining the Plan’s soundness. 

Bridgnorth is identified within the Local Plan as a key area for future development 
and as having the opportunity for significant economic growth. In parallel with the 
planning process, Shropshire is developing an Economic Growth strategy for the 
County and for its key settlements. This needs to be considered in our work on the 
Town Plan. 
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  This also drives the identification of requirements for infrastructure investment through an 

annual Place Plan process. 
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Any response to the Local Plan review will need to consider a wider area than the 
Bridgnorth town boundaries. We should aim to work with the relevant neighbouring 
parishes on this. In this context, the development boundary of Bridgnorth is different 
from the boundaries of the Town Council’s administrative area and the Town Council 
has previously agreed that it will seek a review of its boundaries. The working party 
will review the advisability and need for a Community Governance Review and make 
a recommendation to Council. 

Local Plan terms of reference 

1. To lead and facilitate the development of a new Town Plan, including effective 
public engagement and consultation. 

2. Longer term, to consider the desirability and logistics of taking this work 
forward to create a Neighbourhood Plan for Bridgnorth to take effect before 
the next Local Plan Review takes place (anticipated 2022 – 2025) and present 
options to the Town Council for consideration. 

3. To ensure effective engagement of the Town Council as a consultee in the 
development of the draft Local Plan as it emerges. 

4. To engage with relevant neighbouring parishes with the aim of making a 
constructive joint response(s) on the draft Local plan, if possible. 

5. To assist in the identification of infrastructure development requirements for 
inclusion in the annual Place Plan review in the light of the emerging Local 
Plan. 

6. To keep a “watching brief” on the emerging Economic Growth strategy for the 
Bridgnorth area and ensure that the Council are kept apprised of the 
implications of the emergent strategy. 

Community Governance Review terms of reference 

7. To identify areas which might appropriately be considered as having a 
commonality of interest in local democratic representation with the Town of 
Bridgnorth in the light of the current pattern of housing and employment, 
development planned under SAMDev, and anticipated patterns of future 
development as they emerge through the Local Plan review process. 

8. To draft for consideration and potential adoption by the Town Council a 
request to Shropshire Council to undertake a Community Governance Review 
of the Town Council and appropriate neighbouring areas identified under 7 
above. 


