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TC/49/1819 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 18
TH

 DECEMBER 2018 
LJ/2018 

10
th
 December 2018 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 13 – CASTLE HALL EMERGENCY HEATING WORKS 

AIM  

To obtain retrospective approval to spend £2,984.52 to carry emergency works on the heating in 

the Castle Hall Community Centre. 

BACKGROUND 

 

1. Early in December a leak was discovered from a broken sub floor pipe in Castle Hall.  

Subsequently the heating failed. 

2. Council staff undertook the initial investigative work and the insurance company was 

contacted and a loss adjuster appointed. 

3. Following investigative work from a plumbing firm the leak was identified and quotes were 

sought. 

4. Without some prompt action a number of Castle Hall bookings were at risk, most notably 

the Christmas Lunch. 

5. The quote for repairs was received on 5
th
 December. 

6. The Clerk (having discussed the matter with the RFO) informed the Mayor that he felt the 

matter was an emergency and that he would wish to contract the work without the need to 

get 3 quotes in accordance with Bridgnorth Town Council Financial Regulations 12b(ii). 

“In exceptional circumstances or in an emergency expenditures of £5,000 or less in value 

the Town Clerk together with the Chairman of the spending committee or his appointed 

Vice Chairman, shall have executive power”  

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

7. This is not an engineer’s report. 

8. Without heating at this time of year the Castle Hall is virtually unusable.  We have in the 

past week or 2 tried to provide supplementary heating (mobile fires) to the Hall to provide 

some heat.  In general other than in the middle of the day when the outside temperature 

has been reasonable the effects have been negligible. 

9. The current large boiler provides central heating and hot water. Its location at one end of 

the building (the farthest from the toilets) means that large amounts of hot water are 

drained off for a short use (washing hands) and much of that heated water then cools 

down in the length of pipe that runs almost the entire length of the building.  This lying 

water is at risk of legionella if not drained off regularly (normally weekly).  

10. The lack of water in the system caused by the leak damaged the boiler. 

11. Much of the pipe work connected to the boiler is rusty as evidenced by brown water 

coming from taps that have not run for a while.  With the pipework needing replacing 

(before it corrodes further) modification to the boiler is needed.  
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12. Separating the heating from the Hot Water will have benefits in reducing utility costs and 

the modifications and likely to reduce the need to replace the entire boiler in the near 

future. 

13. There is a separate immersion heater that provides hot water to the kitchen and the bar.   

14. A subsequent piece of work will be required to provide, probably through the provision of 

in line heating, hot water to the toilets by the entrance door.  

FINANCIALS 

15. The immediate costs to the Council are for £2,984.52. 

16. It is considered that the cost can be met from Useable Capital Receipts.  The Statutory 

Guidance on the Flexible Use of Capital Receipts (updated) produced by the DCLG reads: 

Paragraph 4.1 Qualifying expenditure is expenditure on any project that is 

designed to generate ongoing revenue savings in the delivery of public services 

and/or transform service delivery to reduce costs and/or transform service delivery 

in a way that reduces costs or demand for services in future years for any of the 

public sector delivery partners. Within this definition, it is for individual local 

authorities to decide whether or not a project qualifies for the flexibility. 

17. Useable Capital Receipts (UCR) currently (30 Nov 18) stand at £184,991.  The Council 

has identified £9,500 of UCR to pay for the electrification of the cemetery chapel in the 

19/29 FY. Should the council choose to use UCR to fund the emergency work for the 

heating from UCR then there will be a notional £172,507 of UCR available WEF 1 Apr 

2019, the vast amount of which is likely to be used for the purchase of additional cemetery 

land. 

18. The Castle Hall maintenance budget available fund stands at £3,832 and we still wait the 

invoices for the additional electrical sockets and lighting circa £1,000). While the balance 

will almost cover the entire costs of the heating repair it uses the funds set aside in 

September for a TV/monitor/PA system and some miscellaneous maintenance. These will 

be put on hold until the full cost of more fundamental work is appreciated.  

19. For the time being it is recommended that heating repair work be funded from Castle Hall 

maintenance/repairs budgets (Nominal Ledger 4170 Cost Centre 299) which was 

originally intended for the TV et al, with the budget line revisited at the January meeting of 

the Council.  

RECOMMENDATION(s) 

20. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

To retrospectively approve, the expenditure of £2,984.52 on emergency works to repair 

the heating at Castle Hall (NL 4170/299). 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 


