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TC/48/1819 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2018 
 

LJ/2018 

10th December 2018 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 12 – CEMETERY FEES 

AIM  

To consider amending the resident qualifying criteria for cemetery fees 

BACKGROUND 

1. The Council recently set its final draft budget for 2019/20. 

2. There was agreement that the projected cemetery income for 2019/20 could be 

increased if the rules regarding entitlement to cemetery fees were more restrictive. 

3. The current residency rule is attached, within the ‘notes to cemetery fees’.  

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

4. The Council have a standard set of fees as well as concession fees for many 

elements of those fees for residents of the parish of Bridgnorth.  The Bridgnorth 

resident concession in those fees where there is a difference generally relates to a 

50% discount on the standard fee. 

5. Different Cemeteries provide for different residency rules. For Bridgnorth Cemetery  

they are. 

Double fees for interments and Exclusive Right of Burial for Lawn Burials and treble fees 

for Woodland Burials will be charged where the person to be interred, or in the case of 

pre-purchase the purchaser, does not qualify for residents’ fees under the residency rule as 

described below. 

The residency rule will apply where the person to be interred was a proven resident of 
the Bridgnorth Parish for a continuous period of at least five years at any time during their 
lifetime or where the parent of a child not exceeding five years of age at death is such a 
resident, or in the case of pre-purchase the purchaser, is such a resident. (It is the 
responsibility of the purchaser to prove residency.)   

 

A sample of rules administered by other local burial authorities: 

Much Wenlock Town Council: The person to be interred, or in respect of 

whom the right is granted, is an inhabitant of the parish of Much Wenlock at 

the time of death. 

Telford & Wrekin Council: Please note that for non residents of Telford 

and Wrekin the fees listed on this page will be double.  

Shropshire Council: Single fees if resident at time of death 
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Broseley Town Council: Single fees if resident at time of death. 

Oswestry Town Council: The Fees and Payments below apply where the 
person to be Interred or in respect of whom the right is granted is, or 
immediately before the Death was, an Inhabitant or a Parishioner of 
Oswestry Town or within the last five years their last place of private 
residence was in the Oswestry Town area. 
 
Wem Town Council: The Fees and Payments below apply where the 
person to be interred was a resident of Wem Urban Parish or was a resident 
of Wem Urban Parish immediately prior to entering a hospital, hospice, 
nursing home or other care arrangement outside of Wem Urban Parish. The 
fees for the burial of persons who do not qualify as residents will be doubled. 
 

6. The current Bridgnorth Town Council rule ‘5 years at any time in their lifetime’ has 
been in place since March 2016. Prior to March 2016 and for a period of at least 17 
years the following criteria was in operation: 
 

Double fees for interments and Exclusive Right of Burial for Lawn Burials and 

treble fees for Woodland Burials will be charged in the following cases: 

(i) The interment of a person who was not, immediately before his or her 
death, a resident of Bridgnorth Parish. 
   

Double and treble fees will not apply where the person to be interred, or in the case 

of pre-purchase the purchaser, was a proven resident of the Bridgnorth Parish for a 

continuous period of at least ten years and had only ceased to be such a resident 

during the last five years prior to the date of death, or where the parent of a child not 

exceeding ten years of age at death is such a resident, or in the case of pre-

purchase the purchaser, is such a resident. (It is the responsibility of the purchaser to 

prove residency.) 

(Note: This appears difficult to administer/ prove) 

7. Lengthy qualification criteria that require ‘proof’ can be difficult to administer and/or 

seem insensitive when arranging a funeral. 

8. The ‘at time of death’ residency criteria is simple and unambiguous. 

9. Concern about ‘at time of death’ criteria might be that; elderly residents who move 

into retirement homes outside Bridgnorth having had their last private residence in 

Bridgnorth ought to be considered Bridgnorth residents - deciding a qualifying 

period of time is likely to be wholly subjective with a myriad of possible qualifying 

scenarios. 

10. Some previous residents of Bridgnorth who have moved out to neighbouring, more 

rural, parishes such as Tasley and Worfield will enjoy a significant reduction in their 

Council tax (currently £113.02 and £106.53 less respectively). 

FINANCIALS 

11. It is estimated that the 5 year at any time in their life residency rule, currently 

applied by Bridgnorth Town Council, has led to the Council’s potential income 

reduced by approximately £5,000 in the last 12 months from interments of non- (at 

time of death) Bridgnorth residents.   
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SUMMARY 

12. The Council suggested in setting its projected income level for 2019/20 that a more 

restrictive residency qualifying criteria was necessary to achieve that higher figure. 

13. Different Councils have different criteria; a number of local Councils apply the ‘at 

time of death’ qualifying criteria. 

14. Clarity and decisiveness of decision making is extremely helpful when such 

questions are raised. 

15. Maintaining the current criteria will need the budget to be revised. 

 OPTIONS 

16.  Maintain the current rules – the Council will need to consider reducing its 

anticipated income from Cemetery fees by circa £4.5k. 

17. Introduce a revised residency criteria: The ‘resident fees’ apply where the person to be 

interred was a resident of the parish of Bridgnorth at time of death. 

18. Introduce a revised residency criteria:  The residents fees apply where the person to be 

interred was a resident of the parish of Bridgnorth or was a resident in the preceding 12 

months (normally evidenced by the electoral roll) prior to entering a hospital, hospice or 

residential care. - the Council will need to consider reducing its anticipated income 

from Cemetery fees by circa £3k. 

RECOMMENDATION(s) 

19. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

 

That with regard to cemetery fees, residents fees apply where the person to be 

interred was a resident of the parish of Bridgnorth at time of death. 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 
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Notes to cemetery fees (as at 1 Dec 2018) 

 Double fees for interments and Exclusive Right of Burial for Lawn Burials and treble fees for 

Woodland Burials will be charged where the person to be interred, or in the case of pre-purchase 

the purchaser, does not qualify for residents’ fees under the residency rule as described below. 

               
 The residency rule will apply where the person to be interred was a proven resident of the 

Bridgnorth Parish for a continuous period of at least five years at any time during their lifetime or 

where the parent of a child not exceeding five years of age at death is such a resident, or in the 

case of pre-purchase the purchaser, is such a resident. (It is the responsibility of the purchaser to 

prove residency.)   

 

  

 


