
Z:\~COMMITTEE & TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS\Town Council\Town Council-Agenda\Agendas Town 
Council 2018-2019\2 October 2018\2018 09 19 - Cemetery - Additional Land.docx 

TC/24/1819 

 
BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2018 

 

LJ/2018 

24th September 2018 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCIL 

AGENDA ITEM 13 – CEMETERY – ADDITIONAL LAND 

AIM  

1. To consider a recommendation to purchase an option on a parcel of land 

identified for future cemetery use 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

2. The Council has been in discussions regarding the procurement of additional 

land adjacent to the current cemetery. 

 

3. Any land purchase will be dependent upon planning permission being 

obtained (for change of use). 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

4. To provide some assurance to the Council that the land will be available to 

purchase at an agreed price (if planning consent is obtained) it would be wise 

to have an option agreement in place with the landowner.  Something that 

says ‘for £xxx (an appropriate fee) the landowner agrees to giving Bridgnorth 

Town Council an option to purchase xxxxx (an agreed piece of land) at £xxxxx 

(an agreed price), up until xxxx (a suitable future date e.g. Dec 2020).  

 

5. An option agreement is normally undertaken through solicitors and will 

therefore incur a fee.  It is normal for the party wanting to have an option on a 

piece of land to pay both sets of legal fees. 

 

6. The Town Council is likely to be spending significant amounts on obtaining 

planning permission for a cemetery. It would do well to be sure that the land 

can be purchased despite any changes in circumstances before it looks to 

incur those costs. 
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FINANCIALS 

 

7. Nominal Ledger 4433 – (Cemetery Extension) in Cost Centre 294 (Projects & 

Improvements) has a budget of £170,000. 

 

8. Likely cost of an option and the associated legal fees might range from £1,000 

to £3,000. 

SUMMARY 

9. While the Council has a firm agreement with the landowner (the Apley Estate) 

to purchase land for the use as a cemetery, the Council does not have 

anything legally binding to ensure future purchase (should planning consent 

be given). 

 

10. Taking out an option reduces any risk to the Council should there be 

significant changes in circumstances regarding the land owner.  

RECOMMENDATION 

11. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

“To delegate to the Town Clerk the task of identifying costs to secure an 

option on the land proposed for sale by the Apley Estate” 

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 

 


