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BTC/07/1819 

 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Bridgnorth Town Council 
held in the Mayor’s Parlour, College House on Tuesday 4th September 2018 at 7.15pm 

 
Present: The Town Mayor, Councillor R Whittle OBE in the Chair,  

Councillors Mrs C Baines MBE, Ms S Barlow,  
Dr J Buckley, Mr D Cooper, Dr C Dyson, Mr R Fox,  
Mr G Davies, Mrs H Howell, Mrs K Hurst-Knight,  
Mrs J Onions, Mrs S Stevens, Mrs C Walden  
and Mrs C Whittle  

 

In Attendance:  Town Clerk, Mr L Jakeman 
         

DRAFT UNTIL SIGNED AT A SUBSEQUENT MEETING 
 
0255/1819 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Members noted the apologies as listed below: 
 

      Councillor E Marshall  Personal Commitment 
Councillor A Hinton   Personal Commitment  

 
0256/1819   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Nil 
   
0257/1819 ADDITIONS / CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 

i) Members were advised that an additional agenda item would be tabled 
regarding the setting of a budget line for the Northgate Repairs. 

 
ii) Members RESOLVED: 

 
To bring forward the confidential item ‘Bandon Lane’ into the public 
session. 

 
0258/1819 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
   Questions from a Resident 
 

1. Is it possible for the English Flag to fly over Summer? Please consider a 
request that the English Flag fly permanently alongside the County Flag. 
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2. Response - The Flag of England is currently being flown.  There are 2 flag 
poles available to the Council.   The Council generally raises the Union Flag 
on official, set days, throughout the year as well as the County Flag.  There 
will be opportunities potentially to fly the England Flag and all future 
requests will be considered provided there is a specific reason contained 
within the request.   It is considered that overuse of flying flags has the 
potential of detracting from the more significant events.   

 
0259/1819 MINUTES 

 
To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Bridgnorth Town Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 17th July 2018. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

The minutes of the Bridgnorth Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 17th July 2018 be received and adopted. 

 
0260/1819 MEMBERS QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no Members questions 
   
0261/1819 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Monday 16th July 
2018, Monday 6th August 2018 and Monday 20th August 2018 were submitted as 
circulated. 

 
RESOLVED :  
 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Monday 
16th July 2018, Monday 6th August 2018 and Monday 20th August 
2018 be received and adopted. 

 
0262/1819 SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Common Seal be affixed to the following documents: 
 

Cremation Plot 269 
Chestnut Grove Cremation Plot 36 
Oak Grove Cremation Plots 59, 60, 61, 62 and 63 
Oak Grove 173A, 174A, 182o and 182U 
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0263/1819 BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGY REPORT 
 

RESOLVED:  
 

To accept the Bridgnorth Town Council Strategy Report as a piece 
of general guidance (with the intention to form a working group in due 
course to more formally document the Council’s Strategy). 

 
0264/1819 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

RESOLVED:  
 
i) With immediate effect the Town Council adopts (without amendment) 

the Employee Handbook as a ‘working draft’ 
 

ii)  All Council staff be invited to comment on the content. 
 

iii) The content of the working draft Employee Handbook is reviewed 
within 12 months 
 

0265/1819 LOCAL PLAN & COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 

i) Members noted receipt of the Local Plan & Community Governance 
Review Working Party meeting held on 6th August 2018 

 
ii) Members noted receipt of a copy of the correspondence submitted to 

Shropshire Council requesting a Community Governance Review. 
 
0266/1819 LOCAL ECONOMIC GROWTH STRATEGY 
 

Cllr Dyson advised members that Bridgnorth Town Council had hosted a 
Shropshire Council ‘Economic Growth Strategy’ workshop at Castle Hall on 
Thursday 30th August.  The workshop was attended by some 30 people 
(including a number of councillors from both Bridgnorth and neighbouring 
parishes). Those in attendance were asked to discuss and suggest; potential 
areas for economic growth; obstacles to economic growth and other related 
matters, in order that Shropshire Council could understand some of the views of 
Bridgnorth residents, businesses and community leaders before producing a 
‘Bridgnorth Area’ element of the Shropshire Economic Growth Strategy 
document. Notes of the discussions were made by Shropshire Council to 
provide some guidance in producing their document.  Shropshire Council 
advised that they would provide feedback to those that had attended (and 
provided contact details) to see if they had captured the comments relatively 
accurately.  
 
Furthermore, the opportunity to introduce to the audience the idea of 
Community Planning was taken; the matter appeared to be well received. 
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0267/1819 CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE REQUEST – COUNCILLOR STEVENS 
 

Councillor Stevens advised members that she had withdrawn her request.  No 
further action required.  
 

0268/1819 OUTDOORS AND PROPERTIES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Members noted receipt of a report that provided a general overview of recent 
and planned activity regarding ground maintenance. 

 

0269/1819 REQUEST TO USE CASTLE HALL 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
i)  To approve the use of Castle Hall on Remembrance Sunday 2018 at 

no direct cost to the Royal British Legion 
 
ii)  That the request (by the RBL) be treated as a grant. 
 
iii) That £260 available in the ‘Grants Other’ nominal ledger (4800) is 

used to fund the costs to the Council as a result of there being no 
charge levied on the RBL and credited as income to Castle Hall 
(nominal ledger). 

 
0270/1819 BRIDGNORTH CEMETERY 

 
i) Notes of the Cemetery Working Party meeting  
 
  Members received the notes of the Cemetery Working Party Meeting 

held on 16th August 2018. 
  
ii) Limited Number of Burial Spaces 
 
 Members considered a report from the Town Clerk regarding the 

potential lack of space in the current cemetery until additional land had 
been secured and developed.  A number of options were provided that 
could temporarily reduce demand.  

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
To suspend the option to pre-purchase burial space in Bridgnorth 
Cemetery until additional cemetery land has been purchased or is 
assured. 
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0271/1819 TOWN COUNCIL VEHICLES – ADDITIONAL LEASE HIRE 
 

Members considered a report that discussed the recent theft of the Town 
Council’s Land Rover, the insurance settlement and options available to replace 
the vehicle. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 

i) To increase the current year budget (Nominal ledger 4320) for lease 

hire to £16,000. 

ii) To delegate to the Outdoor & Properties Manager the task of obtain 
a replacement vehicle (for the Land Rover) through a leasing 
agreement. 

 
0272/1819 BANDON LANE 
 

The item had been brought out of confidential session at the request and 
agreement of members with the understanding that the associated report was 
still confidential (as it contained some sensitive/ privileged information). 
 
The report acknowledged that the Town Council had been approached to see if 
it was willing to sell off a parcel of land owned by the Town Council. The piece 
of land of concern is off Bandon Lane (some of the land behind the Bandon 
Arms and backing onto the river) 
 
While the discussions on the matter had previously been held in confidential 
session, members were keen to have a wider debate with the public being 
informed about the thought process and options available to Council.  Some of 
the points being: 
 

If the land was of benefit to someone else who could also provide some 
measure of on-going community benefit then realising the capital 
available through sale might be of benefit in the future to other Town 
Council projects. 
 
It is considered that the public utility of the land concerned may not be of 
great benefit to the public in general. 
 
Obtaining the best value for the tax payer. 
 
Consider whether there might be other uses for the land. 
 
Residents of Bridgnorth should have an opportunity to comment on the 
benefits of any sale of Council land decision is considered. 
 
For transparency reasons a rewrite of the report without the elements 
that make it confidential would be helpful before further consideration. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

To defer any further consideration on the subject of the potential of 
selling land owned by the Town Council off Bandon Lane until at 
least the next meeting of the Town Council. 

 
0273/1819 PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 

 
RESOLVED in terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, the 
following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to 
establishment and contractual matters and it is, therefore, RESOLVED that 
pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960 the public and press be excluded. 

 
0274/1819  RENEWAL OF LEASES 
 

Members considered a report to agree a strategy for rent reviews and renewal 

of leases for commercial tenants of College House. 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

i) To delegate to the Town Clerk to: negotiate the best terms for the 

renewal of the commercial College House leases. 

ii) To increase the budget of nominal ledger 4555 to £1500 to pay for 
the associated legal fees of the lease renewals and engaging the 
appointed valuer to negotiate (on behalf of the Council).   

 
0275/1819 PERSONNEL MATTERS 
 

i) Direct Labour Supervisor  

 

Members considered a report regarding the recruitment process for the 

vacant post of the supervisor of the Council’s Direct Labour Force and 

noted the recommendations. 

 

RESOLVED: 

a. To appoint Joanne Greive to the position of Supervisor to the 

Direct Labour Force of Bridgnorth Town Council WEF Monday 

10th September 2018. 

 
b. To delegate to the Town Clerk and Outdoor and Properties 

Manager the responsibility to recruit for the vacant replacement 

grounds maintenance in line with the current job description 

and salary range. 
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ii) The Town Council noted the end of the temporary contract for the 

additional Property & Grounds Maintenance administrator with effect 

from 30 September 2018. 

 


