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Meeting notes –Shropshire Association of Local Councils, Bridgnorth & Shifnal Area 
Committee AGM 18/7/2018 

Guest speaker – Steve Brown, Shropshire Highways 

Steve gave a brief summary of how the new highway maintenance contract with Kier 
was progressing. The contract commenced on 1st April 2018 and is for 7 years, with 
the possibility of being extended for 3 x 1 year periods after that. The contract was 
being run through industry standard contract/ procurement processes and contract 
management staff had been trained to follow these. 

Work under the new contract will be around £21m a year. Capital schemes (which do 
include repairs, resurfacing etc. where there is a benefit over more than 1 year and 
an improvement in condition of the asset) are about £11m a year, but the practice is 
to have slightly more than this costed and ready to commit in case prioritised 
schemes cannot proceed as planned for some reason. 

Shropshire’s performance in carrying out highway work is assessed by the 
Department of Transport, and for 2017/18 and 2018/19 the Council has been 
assessed as level 3 – the highest level of performance. Attainment of this level 
qualifies Shropshire for additional incentive funding from the Department of Transport 
of the order of £2m - £3m a year. Department of Transport annual capital funding is c 
£13m a year, but this has been decreasing. Additionally, the County can bid for 
funding for additional schemes but these are usually time limited. 

Currently, the emphasis is on repairing pothole damage incurred over the Winter and 
additional resources have been devoted to this. This may impact on the ability to 
carry out other work later in the year. 

Steve was asked what the impact was of the £5m a year cut to the highways budget; 
it has already been announced that community priority safety schemes will not be 
able to be pursued over the next 2 years, only risk assessed schemes. Additional 
announcements will be made shortly. 

Guest speaker – Counc. Eric Carter 

Counc. Carter is a Telford & Wrekin Borough councillor and Newport Town 
councillor, and Chairman of the Marches Strategic Rail Group. He outlined current 
progress on future plans for the Ironbridge Power Station site, and was particularly 
concerned that the railway line into the site should be protected as a future transport 
option. 


