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TC/05/1819 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

LJ/2018 

16th August 18 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 15ii) - CEMETERY LAND – LIMITED NUMBER OF BURIAL 

SPACES 

AIM  

1. To seek approval from the Town Council to suspend the offer to pre-purchase 

grave spaces in Bridgnorth Cemetery 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

2. Bridgnorth Town Council operates a general cemetery off the A442 heading 

north from Bridgnorth (to Shifnal/ Telford) opposite the Severn Park. 

 

3. The Town Council are currently working towards gaining additional burial land 

adjacent to the cemetery.  However, the Town Council has neither secured 

ownership of the land nor obtained planning permission (change of use). 

 

4. The Town Council offers the ability to pre-purchase burial plots (for use 

sometime in the future). 

 

5. There are some 35 as yet unused pre-purchased plots in the cemetery. 

 

6. Current assured spare capacity indicates at least 30 burial plots being 

available for future use.   

 

7. There are generally 2 different types of interment; burial of a cadaver and the 

burial of cremated remains.  This paper discusses the burial of cadavers. 

 

8. The Town Council does not have a legal obligation (a duty) to bury; that is the 

responsibility of the Local Authority (Shropshire Council).  However, the Town 

Council has the power to bury / provide a cemetery; something that is custom 

and practice and likely to be considered a duty by much of the public.    
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DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

9. I have noted that there have been a number of applications for the pre-

purchase of burial plots in the Bridgnorth Cemetery in the first 2 weeks of 

being in post. 

 

10. I attended a cemetery extension working group meeting where the likely 

timescales of additional cemetery space were discussed.    

 

11. The continued practice of pre-purchasing burial space is placing the council at 

some risk of not being able to bury the deceased in the short to medium term. 

 

12. It might be that residents (and non-residents) are keen to pre-purchase burial 

space that might not be required for many years, because they know space is 

currently limited and that the costs of burial space has risen steeply since the 

turn of the century and only likely to continue in the same way.  Councillors 

will be aware from ongoing projects the cost of providing a cemetery and the 

difficulty in obtaining suitable land. 

 

13. I would suggest that the priority for the Town Council should be able to 

provide burial space at the time of need to its own residents. 

 

14. In looking to satisfy a future need (pre-purchase burial space) there is a risk 

that the immediate / short-term need might not be available – No additional 

land has been purchased or has planning permission. 

 

15.  Should the anticipated land be obtained for additional cemetery land and 

planning permission granted there will be the need for some significant 

groundworks/ landscaping before interments can be undertaken within it; this 

will take some time and certainly more than 12 months. 

 

16. Bridgnorth Town Council permits burials of non-residents in its cemetery.  It 

provides a service to neighbouring parishes.  This practice puts additional 

strain on the demand for cemetery land. 

SUMMARY 

17. The continued practice of allowing the pre-purchase of burial space in 

Bridgnorth Cemetery is adding to the pressure for burial space. 

18. The continued practice of permitting non-residents of Bridgnorth to purchase 
burial space in the Bridgnorth Cemetery is also increasing demand. 
 

19. Readily available burial space is at dangerously low-level. 
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20. The ‘qualifying’ rules to be buried in Bridgnorth cemetery are relatively 

inclusive (they do little to restrict the use by those outside the parish) and 

have been relatively complex. There is likely to be an assumption by 

neighbouring parishes residents that they have an ongoing ‘entitlement’ to be 

buried in Bridgnorth Cemetery. 

 

21. To reduce short-term demand on the cemetery the Town Council appear to 

have 3 choices:  1) suspend the opportunity to pre-purchase burial plots; 2) 

change the cemetery rules to permit only Bridgnorth residents to be buried in 

the Bridgnorth Cemetery; or 3) a combination both 1 and 2.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

To suspend the option to pre-purchase burial space in Bridgnorth Cemetery until 

additional cemetery land has been purchased or is assured.  

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 

 


