
Notes of the meeting of the Cemetery Working Party held in 
the Mayor’s Parlour at 11.00am on Thursday 16 August 2018 

 
Present:   Councillors D Cooper, E Marshall and R Whittle OBE. 
   Mr L Jakeman (Town Clerk) 
   Mr B Ince (Outdoors and Properties Manager)  
   Mrs L Gardner (Cemetery Administrator) 
In attendance: Dr R Earl (Director of TGMS Limited) 
 
Apologies:   Councillor Mrs J Onions 
 
Mr B Ince summarised progress to date relating to the completed stages of the 
specified service and fee timetable previously approved by Council in relation to the 
cemetery extension.  Dr Earl had been invited to the meeting to enable Members to 
discuss the requirements to progress the ongoing stages. 
 
It was confirmed that a pre-planning application for change of use of the land in 
question had been submitted to Shropshire Council and the outcome of that was still 
awaited. 
 
Members gave Dr Earl a verbal brief of the suggested layout of the proposed cemetery 
extension and the Town Clerk undertook to prepare an indicative project plan and, 
based upon that and the suggested landscaping requirements, Dr Earl agreed to 
produce a schematic drawing as part of Stage 3 of the specified service timetable. 
 
The Town Clerk advised the meeting that the Council was currently embarking on a 
design stage for additional cemetery land when there was neither a legal option to buy 
the land nor had planning permission been obtained; both of which put at risk the 
delivery of the project. 
 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk would have a further meeting with the landowner and 
that Members should consider entering into an option agreement for the land purchase.  
It is however likely that there will be insufficient funds in the legal costs nominal ledger 
to incur the cost of an option agreement. 
 
The production of the documentation to be submitted as part of a planning application, 
which was not part of the service agreement with TGMS, was discussed and despite 
the additional cost was felt to be worth consideration by Council as it would be 
produced by experts in that field and would considerably speed up the process. 
 
Councillor R Whittle OBE left the meeting at 12.20pm. 
 
The Town Clerk undertook to produce a time-line of the further stages within the 
specified service and fee timetable.  Dr Earl agreed to submit a conceptual design plan 
which he would send to Members for an immediate response after which he would aim 
to produce a detailed design by mid-October for submission with the planning 
application. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.40pm after which Mr Ince and Dr Earl carried out a site visit 
at the cemetery and the proposed cemetery extension. 


