
 
 

Notes of Meeting with MPs 

14 July 2017, at 1.45, Shrewsbury Room, Shirehall 

MPs Present:  Philip Dunne (South Shropshire) (Chair), Daniel Kaczynski (Shrewsbury & Atcham), 

Owen Paterson (North Shropshire) 

Apologies:  Lucy Allan (Telford), Mark Pritchard (The Wrekin) 

SALC EXEC:   
Helen Ball, Town Clerk (Shrewsbury TC) 

David Beechey, Chairman (SALC (Albrighton PC) 

Eric Carter (Newport TC) 

Dianne Dorrell, County Secretary 

Roger Evans (Ford PC and Great Hanwood PC) 

Paul Goulbourne (Ellesmere TC) 

Pat McLaughin, MBE, President of SALC 

Gail Power, Finance & Administration Officer 

Madge Shineton, Vice President, SALC (Shropshire Council) 

Ray Wickson, Vice Chairman, SALC (Ercall Magna PC) 

Katie Woodland (Oakengates TC) 

 

ALSO ATTENDING 
Joyce Barrow, Portfolio Holder, Communities, Shropshire Council & SALC Liaison Support Councillor 

Lee Jakeman, Town Clerk (Newport) 

David Preston, Town Clerk (Oswestry) 

Audrey Wellings, Clerk (Childs Ercall PC) 

Anne Wilson, Town Clerk (Bridgnorth) 

Ted Clarke, (Bayston Hill PC) 

 

Apologies:  R Abbiss, P Dee, R Loynes, P Sharp, V Parry and R Williams 

MATTERS RAISED 

1 Precept increases 
Members made the case that increases in precepts above inflation have been primarily caused by 
the withdrawal/reduction of the Council Tax Support Grant by principal authorities.  Many local 
councils have been required to take over services from the principal authorities but many others 
were inhibited by the threat of capping and referendums which would cost more than rises in 
precepts to cover these additional services.  This was not the intention of the localism agenda.   PD 
agreed this was worrying.   
 
PD requested councils to write to their MPs where they had concerns before the autumn so that 
MPs could encourage Government to apply some discretion and flexibility. 
 
2 Business Rates 



The recent Business Rates review had resulted in certain areas having excessive Business Rate 
increases and in areas that can least afford them.  Individual streets in towns have seen excessive 
rises where others have seen falls and places like Wellington have seen across the board increases 
when rentals have been static/on the decline for many years.  Market provision across the county 
has been adversely affected.  Markets have been on a decline of late yet reviews have been based 
on their evaluation in more prosperous years. 
 
Members made the case that the increase in Business Rates on public toilets and recreation grounds 
where revenue received does not even meet the business rates let alone the maintenance of the 
facility was not logical, being contrary to NHS England’s public health strategy on obesity, health and 
wellbeing.   
 
PD was sympathetic and agreed these principles should be reviewed.  Again he urged councils to 
write to their MPs so that they could campaign on these issues. 
 
3 Highways Infrastructure 
Acknowledging that highways infrastructure is hugely important to the county as a whole and for 
sustained growth in business and tourism, members called for more government funding that was 
needed for highways maintenance on minor roads. Some historic towns in the county struggle with 
the demands of traffic, and minor roads are affected by the impact of increasing weight of HGVs 
upon them, particularly where there are traffic diversions.  Many small historic bridges are also at 
risk.  Whilst the major road network was the responsibility of the Highways Agency, there was no 
structured plan for maintaining the county’s minor roads, nor enforcement for roads with weight 
restrictions.  DK said he had raised the matter regionally. 
 
OP requested local councils to write to the MPs, particularly where there were specific problems. 
 
4 Broadband & Mobile Phone coverage 
Coverage across the county was an issue, not just in the rural areas but also in some of the urban 
settlements which had impact on promoting businesses to have not only physical high street 
presence but also internet high street presence.  
 
OP announced that the Emergency Services Network were moving to EE mobile and service 
providers Airband Community Internet Ltd would be linking with their masts by Autumn 2019.  He 
was hopeful that 90% of the county would be on 4G by the end of the year.   
 
5 Public sector pay 
Whilst concern was raised that continued capping had impact on the ability of organisations to 
recruit at the level required to meet the delivery of services, with some Parish & Town Councils not 
being able to attract the right calibre of staff, concern was also raised about those at the lower end 
of the scale.  A 1% rise was far more significant on higher salaries than lower and it was those at the 
lower end of the scale most affected by Government’s austerity programme. 
 
PD stated that since 2010, Government had focussed on the vulnerable with reductions in tax.  He 
did not expect any significant changes outside of the pay review cycle.  However the new 
Government’s spending review may provide an opportunity for the plans to be reset. DK pointed out 
that a 1% across the board increase equated to £2B of taxpayers’ money.   
 
 
6 Burial Land 
 



 

Members reported that the continue need for housing land is placing difficulties on Parish & Town 
Councils in finding affordable land for burials which are currently not included in the Local Plan.  If 
the land meets exacting Environment Agency standards for burials it also easily meets standards for 
housing and that drives land values which local councils cannot afford.  Members also pointed out 
that London burial authorities already have the power to reuse graves older than 75 years but so far 
Government had not extended this power to other areas.  See Government Briefing Paper June 2017 
- http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04060/SN04060.pdf 
 
PD requested members to write to the MPs and thanked members for drawing this to his 
attention which he said was very helpful. 
 
7 Future Fit  
MPs shared Members’ increasing concerns about the lack of decision making in relation to 
healthcare provision in the county.  It was clear from resident concern that there is complete 
misunderstanding about the proposed level of healthcare across both hospitals.  The political 
argument was pitting Shrewsbury against Telford.  The delay was counter-productive, placing 
hospital care in a perilous state and impacting on staff recruitment. 
 
8 Bus Services across the County 
MS reported that she had raised a second formal complaint to Traffic Commissioners about 
sustaining bus services across the county to include an integrated approach with neighbouring 
counties and wished to flag up their lack of appropriate investigation and action.   
 
9 PCC proposals to take over the Governance of the Fire Service 
This had been discussed in an earlier forum and SALC Exec would be meeting the PCC the following 
week. 
 
The following topics were also highlighted to MPs but due to time constraints no discussion took 
place: 
 

 Education Funding for Schools 
 

 Agricultural planning applications on an industrial scale in rural areas 
 

 Cancer Services:  The County has always benefitted from good cancer services and that has 
been much in part the work of the Lingen Davies charity in ensuring state of the art facilities 
at RSH, which are used by the whole of the county and well into Wales.  Parish & Town 
Councils are concerned that any national proposals to create specialist centres based upon 
population could prove disadvantageous to the county particularly if the population 
demographics do not include those beneficiaries of the service in NHS Wales. Except the rare 
eg neuroblastoma, services must remain in the County/T&W. 
 

 Civil Parking Enforcement 
 
DB, SALC Chairman thanked the MPs for their time and helpful discussions that had taken place.  PD 
commented that he was pleased to note the presence of members across both unitary areas and the 
efforts made by SALC to foster joint working with a 90% membership across both areas.  He 
suggested that more regular meetings take place and DD would make arrangements with PD’s PA. 
 
The meeting ended at 2.35pm. 
 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04060/SN04060.pdf


 
 

 


