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TC/20/2021 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

17th November 2020 
 

LJ/2020 

5 November 2020 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 14 – COMPLAINTS REGARDING UNMAINTAINED AREA OF RIVER 

BANK – BYLET ISLAND TO BRIDGE AND TREES ON BYLET ISLAND 

AIM 

1. To consider a complaint from a member of the public  

BACKGROUND 

 

2. Members have had circulated correspondence sent to the Town Mayor regarding 

the subject. 

3. There are 2 areas of land mentioned, neither of which are the direct responsibility of 

the Town Council. 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 
 

4. The area of the Bylet Island is leased to the bowling club at a minimal rate on a full 

repairing lease and as such they have responsibility for maintaining the trees and 

borders.  The Tree management budget does not make any provision for tree works 

to be carried out or funded by the Town Council.  The Town Council does share 

with the Bowling Club comments on tree works provide by our consultant on such 

matters.   

5. The area from Bylet Island to the Bridge (Severnside) is understood to be not 

registered to anyone however, it is further understood that Shropshire Council in the 

past has tended to the are on ad-hoc basis, largely we think through a one-off 

substantial ‘hair cut’. 

6. The Severnside area has become overgrown and unsightly over many years.  

Tending to trees and shrubbery here is not a simple job in that it requires some 

specialist equipment and qualified personnel (there are inherent dangers of working 

on a river bank).  We are of the understanding that Shropshire Council or the former 

District Council planted the trees; we are not sure if there was any consideration to 

the ongoing maintenance when that decision was made, There is likely to be little or 

no capacity with in the current grounds maintenance workforce to dedicate the time 

needed to bring the area under control and neither is it likely that any capacity 

currently exists to take on the routine maintenance of that area should it be reduced 

to a more manageable task.  The Town Council could agree to take on the 
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maintenance of the area.  However, the immediate and ongoing revenue costs 

would need to be factored into the current year and future years’ budgets. 

 

7. The Town Council has only last year made a statement about its commitment to 

contributing to reducing/ halting the human impacts of climate change.  Trees are 

generally considered to be a positive contributor and their removal for whatever 

reason my by objectionable for some.  

8. The current manning levels of the DLF are considered insufficient to take on the 

responsibility of the area of Riverside unless other activity is deemed unnecessary. 

9. Should the Town Council wish to address directly the concerns raised in the 

correspondence it will need to spend some money: 

 

a. Bylet Bowling Club - There is nothing stopping the Council considering a 

grant application from the bowling club to undertake essential tree works.  

Should it do so then the Council might want to consider increasing the rent of 

the Bowling Club to build up a reserve of coming years for the next round of 

major tree works. 

 

b. Severnside - The Council could consider a one off investment to reduce the 

trees and bushes along Riverside albeit there would need to be some 

consideration given to future routine maintenance or the same situation of 

another large cost in a number of years will arise.  A figure of between 

£2,000 and £6,000 might address the immediate issues.  However, there 

would need to be some ongoing maintenance undertaken or we will be left to 

address the same problem in a number of years. 

 

10. Now and the next few months is the time to remove any unnecessary trees (no 

nesting) and as such any desire to take action will need to be prompt if the Town 

Council wishes to take on the one-off responsibility of improving the vista on 

Riverside.  

FINANCIALS 
 

11. There is no budget provision to tend to the 2 areas of concern. 

12. Any commitment to undertake the tasks of tending to the areas will likely need to be 

funded from the general reserve which is at the bottom reaches of that which the 

Council might find acceptable (in light of much economic uncertainty). 

13. The Town Council has a budget for tree works (Cost Centre 250, Nominal Ledger 

4202) of £10,000.  £2,500 of this is earmarked for inspections; £800 has already 

been spent and a further £1,400 has been committed; leaving £4,300 in the budget.  

A significant part of the remaining budget is considered to be to tend to winter 

(reactionary) tree works as a result of high winds, heavy snow and other acts of 

nature and tend to items identified on the tree report (on land that we have 

responsibility for).  There is some risk in directing funds to tend to Severnside at this 

time that there might not be enough left in the budget to tend to emergencies on the 

late winter.  
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14. The Town Council does have around £3,000 available in its grant funding budget 

Cost Centre 120  Nominal Ledger 4800.  However, there are other agenda items 

that might seek to have access to grant funding. 

OPTIONS 

 

15. There are a number of options open to the Town Council which include the 

following (it is possible that a combination of options might be appropriate). 

 

16.   

a.  Invite the Bowling Club to submit a grant application to the Town Council to 

undertake and urgent tree works. 

 

b. Town Council obtains quotes for works required to tend appropriately to trees 

at the bowling club and picks up the costs. 

 

c. Confirm that tree management of the Bylet Island is the responsibility of the 

Bowling Club and that obligation is reflected in the level of rent charged. 

 

d. Town Council obtains quotes for works required to clear Riverside and pick 

up the costs. 

 

e. Town Council agrees to clear the area of Severnside using its own work 

force. The Council will need to agree which planned tasks it would wish to 

cancel (or acknowledge that some planned tasks will be cancelled for this 

year) to create the capacity to undertake the Riverside works).  

 

f. Write to Shropshire Council and press them to tend to the Riverside area 

promptly and begin to work with Bridgnorth Town Council to ensure a 

suitable ongoing maintenance regime and its funding is identified.  

RECOMMENDATION(s) 

17. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

 

a. To confirm that tree management of the Bylet Island is the responsibility of 

the Bowling Club and that obligation is laid out in the lease and reflected in 

the level of rent charged. 

 

b. That the area referred to as Severnside (for which the Town Council has no 

responsibility) be cleared of vegetation by *using funds in the Tree 

Management budget (and that the Town Council acknowledges that this is 

undertaken ‘at risk’ to the budget and the general reserve), or *increases the 

budget from £10,000 to £16,000 for up to £6,000 be earmarked for Riverside 

works.  (Following clearance, the Council will need to consider how and by 

whom the land might be maintained thereafter). 
*delete as required. 

Lee Jakeman 
Town Clerk 


