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APPENDIX O 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

20 October 2020 
 

BI/2020 

20 October 2020 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 16 – OUTDOOR AND PROPERTIES MANAGER REPORT 

AIM  

1. To provide a general overview of estate management matters 

BACKGROUND 

2. This report is a general overview of the ongoing outdoors and property maintenance 

issues that are not necessarily reported in the DLF supervisors report. Where 

required, materials and costings are also included. 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

3. Some new, but mainly ongoing projects and tasks are listed below. 

We have engaged with the letting agent who have now selected a suitable 

candidate and we are hopeful that the property will be occupied the week 

commencing… 
 

4. Cemetery Lodge. We have engaged with the letting agent who have now selected a 

suitable tenant and we are hopeful that the property will be occupied by Friday 23rd 

October. 

 

5. Town Hall. A leaking gutter on the west side of the Town Hall by the entrance to the 

indoor market needs investigating. It is too dangerous to do from a ladder and road 

closure will take time. We intend to check it out when we remove the baskets by 

telehandler. We then hope to do any work required when we have the cherry picker 

on site for the festive lights erection. There is also ceiling work required above the 

outdoor market and pigeons are becoming a problem once again. 

 

6. College House.  The work on the windows is still due to commence Monday 19th 

October. 

 

7. Maintenance Van Lease. A new lease has been negotiated with Day’s Rental. The 

vehicle is of a higher spec than the old van and very slightly cheaper than the model 

offered by BUDGENS motors and £5 a month cheaper than the current lease, and 

means that all 3 lease vehicles will now be from the same provider. However, there 

is a slight problem in so much that neither Day’s or BUDGENS could supply a 

vehicle in less than 12 weeks and it would appear that every dealer is in the same or 



 

Z:\~COMMITTEE & TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS\Town Council\02-Town Council-Agenda\Agendas Town Council 2020-2021\2020 10 20 - 
October\2020 10 Outdoor & Property Managers Report.docx 

similar situation, as the demand for LCV’s has sky-rocketed since the Pandemic 

outbreak.  As a precaution Day’s are making all customers aware that should we 

leave Europe with a ‘No Deal’ scenario then there is likely to be a 10% import duty 

imposed. This levy is out of their hands and is a Trading Tax imposed on the UK 

Government under the ‘World Trade Organisation’ rules for handling imported 

goods, and if the vehicle is not in a UK Port by 31st December 2020, then this charge 

will become enforceable. The lease on our old van expires before a replacement can 

be issued and Day’s have agreed to provide a similar vehicle for the interim period at 

the leading price already agreed, but unless the Government can get the deal done 

we are looking at a 10% hike in the agreed price post 31st December. 

 

8. Well Meadow. Work in line with the Well Meadow Management Plan has already 

begun for this year. Tree management, pruning and thinning out is ongoing and we 

are also looking at ways of trying to manage the meadow grass in line with the 

management plan. The Town Council does not have the specialist equipment 

needed and we speaking with contractors that may be able to assist. 

 

9. Castle Grounds. The latest addition to the Arts Trail, train number 13 sponsored by 

the Freemen of Bridgnorth has now been mounted on the grassed area just inside 

the main gates. 

 

10. Stoneway Steps. Discussions between the Town Clerk and Steve Holdaway, 

Principal Engineer at Shropshire Council resulted in Gurnek Singh agreeing to assist 

with professional advice through their contracted consultants WSP to help with the 

vegetation clearance from the top of the wall. WSP will also agree working methods, 

necessary to remove vegetation safely, and to assist with permit applications to 

implement the repairs. 

 

11. Tree Works. We continue to have requests for trees on Town Council land to be 

reduced significantly or removed.  It might be helpful for the Council to form a policy 

to identify under what conditions it will undertake tree works to provide widespread 

clarity.  

FINANCIALS 

12.  No additional costs have been highlighted in this report. 

Barry Ince 

Outdoors & Properties Manager     

 

 


