
APPENDIX N 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 14 – BRIDGNORTH ART TRAIL UPDATE 

Town Council Meeting  

AIM 
1. To receive an update on the Bridgnorth Art Trail since lockdown  

BACKGROUND 
2. The Bridgnorth Art Trail is a working group of Bridgnorth Town Council made up of Councillors and 

volunteers, that oversee a charitable Art Trail of 12 statues in a 2 mile walking loop round the town, 

showcasing local artists and the railway heritage of the “Catch-me-who-can” locomotive.   

3. The trail is funded by sponsors and work carried out by volunteers.  It was installed in 2018 and 

will remain in situ until 2022. 

4.  The Art Trail working group met monthly up to and including the 9th March 2020 and then 

reverted to email updates during the Covid 19 pandemic lockdown period.  The working group held 

an online meeting on 21st September.  The minutes are attached to this document. 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 
5. In the light of Covid, the Art Trail provides a safe, outdoor, socially-distanced activity for families, 

walkers and visitors to the town without risk of infection from Covid-19.  It is a good opportunity to 

promote the trail and encourage visitors to Bridgnorth. 

6. A 13th statue is being prepared following sponsorship by The Bridgnorth Freemen.  It will be 

situated in Castle Grounds. Permission has been granted by Historic England and Bridgnorth Town 

Council. 

7. The 13th statue was planned for installation before the summer school holidays, but deliveries of 

construction materials and installation was delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown.  

8. The groundwork has now been completed (paid for time of the DLF) and the plinth has been 

delivered in situ. It is planned for the working group volunteers and contractors to complete the 

preparation works necessary to unveil the statue in time before the October half term school 

holidays (23rd October 2020). 

9. The unveiling of the additional statue increases the total number from 12 to 13 and provided an 

opportunity to refresh the anagram competition (a letter is hidden on each plaque).  The trail maps 

will be revised and re-printed with the new anagram and additional information.  This can be 

marketed as a “revamp” of the trail and we can encourage visitors who have already been, that it is 

time for a return trip! 



FINANCIALS 
10.  Bridgnorth Art Trail runs at no cost to Bridgnorth Town Council.  All costs are met from a 

separate budget, funded by sponsorship and work is carried out by volunteers and elected 

Councillors through the working group, chaired by Cllr Julia Buckley. 

11. Within the budget provision is set aside for removal (and “making good”) at the closure of the 

Art Trail in 2022, plus a contingency and provision for repairs and maintenance costs. The trail is also 

covered by insurance. 

 

SUMMARY 
12. The Bridgnorth Art Trail are re-vamping the 2 mile walking trail by adding a 13th statue this 

October in time for the half term school holidays.  The new statue is sponsored by the Freemen and 

located in Castle Grounds. There are no costs to the Council but it is hoped to increase visitors to the 

town as it offers a safe, outdoor, socially-distanced activity. 

RECOMMENDATION 
13. It is recommended that the Town Council RESOLVES: 

To acknowledge the progress of the Art Trail working group in re-vamping the trail to encourage 

visitors to the town during Covid and note the latest addition to the trail this October. 

 

Cllr J Buckley 


