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TC/12/1920 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY 20TH AUGUST 2019 
 

LJ/2019 

12th August 2019 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 12 – SEVERN PARK – CAR PARKING AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

AIM  

To consider opening times and vehicular access to Severn Park 

BACKGROUND 

 

1. The Town Council has a long-term lease for the Severn Park from the Reverend 

 Francis Wheeler’s Trust at a current cost of around £25,000 per year. 

 

2. The Parks serves a number of purposes including: 

 

 Provision of sports pitches 

 Open Space 

 Car Parking 

 Access to areas of the river bank 

 Dog walking 

 Play area 

 Environmental Habitat. 

 Ad-hoc physical exercise. 

 Meeting place 

 Picnics 

 Trading opportunity. 

 

3. The park is generally accessed via a roadway from the A442, with a hardstanding 

gravel car park on the right as you enter (which is open all year) and a grassed area 

car park heading towards the river bank.  Initial access to the park is restricted by a 

height barrier.  Access to the grassed area car park is usually restricted outside of 

the late spring, summer and early autumn.   

 

4. At some time in the past the Council employed the services of a security frim to 

open and lock the gates to the grassed area car park (Apr – Sep).  It is understood 

that as part of desire to cut costs the Council did not continue with that contract.  

There is some provision within staff contracts to on occasion lock the gates of 

Severn Park. 
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5. In recent months the Town Council has received a high volume of complaints from 

residents in the vicinity of Severn Park (Riverside and the Croft) regarding 

increased levels of anti-social behaviour.   In response to the high volume of 

comments the Town Clerk has ordered the closing of the gates from time to time 

(most often Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights). 

 

6. It would appear that the light and fair weather evenings attract users. Some users 

use the park for its intended purpose and others do not.  It is likely that past 8:30pm 

excessive noise might be considered unacceptable. 

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 
 

7. Many of the recent anti-social behaviour complaints appear to arise out of cars 

gathering, revving engines, flashing lights and erratic driving. 

 

8. Locking the gates over the course of the nights of the weekend appears to have 

reduced the number of reports of anti-social behaviour (ASB). 

 

9. It is likely that the vast majority of users of the park are considerate. Locking the 

gates of an evening has prompted some negative comments from good citizens 

who wish to have unrestricted access to a piece of public space. 

 

10. The limited police resources might be a contributing factor to large gatherings that 

are considered to be a nuisance not being disbanded.  I am not sure that there is 

the resource to do more or that the incidents are of such significance that the police 

will see the matter as a priority. 

 

11. The current position of the Council is not to have the gates locked at all in the 

summer months.  In the winter access to the grassed area car park and the road to 

the slip way is denied by locking the gate.  

 

12. Locking the gates on a regular basis does have staff cost implications and the 

activity is not simply undertaken by, at 8:30 pm pulling the barrier down and being 

gone at 8.35 pm.  Those remaining vehicles might need prompting to ensure that 

are is clear. 

 

13. Should the Council choose to reinstate some summer locking of the gate then it 

might not be necessary to open and close every day and night. 

 

14. Commercial security firms have been contacted to obtain prices to lock / unlock. 

Arranging a contract will take a little time.   

FINANCIALS 

15. Quotes have been obtained from local security forms that can provide a daily 

opening and closing service; costs range from between £14:00 and £19:50 per 

lock/unlock. 
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16. There is no readily available budget in the current financial year with sufficient 

funding that could be used to incur any more than incidental costs for security.  Any 

commitment to spend will need to come from the general reserve. 

SUMMARY 

17. There is some evidence of anti-social behaviour on Severn Park affecting nearby 

residents. 

 

18. An increased police presence might help the situation. 

 

19. A regime to lock the gates of an evening can help reduce the number of ASB 

incidents. 

RECOMMENDATION(s) 

20. It is recommended that the Town Clerk be delegated authority to arrange for the 

 locking of gate of Severn Park (to the grassed car park area) which does not incur 

any significant additional expenditure.  

 

 

 

Lee Jakeman 

Town Clerk 

 


