
APPENDIX O 
 
EXTRACT FROM CORRESPONDENCE SENT BY SHROPPSHIRE COUNCIL DATED 6th APRIL 2020 –  
 

Local Plan Review Timetable and Impact of Covid 19 - 
 
This note is to inform you that given the current circumstances surrounding Covid 19, Shropshire 
Council has decided to pause decision making on the Local Plan Review process for two months.     
 
The intention is therefore that a decision on the pre-submission version (Regulation 19) of the 
Local Plan will be taken by Cabinet in July (not May as previously agreed).  
 
This decision is based primarily on the need for Shropshire Council to demonstrate effective and 
meaningful consultation at a critical stage of the Local Plan’s preparation, and the concern that 
current circumstances will inevitably impact negatively on our ability to achieve this.  I feel this is 
particularly important given the high profile and inevitable contentious nature of the some of the 
Local Plan’s proposals.  
 
The new timetable for the Local Plan preparation is therefore… 
 

 Pre-Submission Draft Plan (Regulation 19) to Cabinet – July 2020 
 

 Consultation on Pre-Submission Draft Plan – July / August / September (note – proposed 8 
week consultation rather than 6 to take account of holiday season)  

 
 Agreement to Submit the Local Plan to Secretary of State for Examination by Full Council – 

December 2020 
 

 Submission to Secretary of State for Examination – January 2021 
 

 Examination in Public - January 2021 – December 2021* 
 

 Inspector’s Report  - January 2022*  
 

 Adoption of Local Plan by Full Council – March 2022* 
 

*Estimated timeframe, subject to the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
I would stress that this revised timetable seeks to ensure that disruption to the current Local Plan 
programme is kept to a minimum, but will be kept under review given current uncertainties.     
 
Whilst decision making has been paused for two months, the Planning Policy Team will of course 
continue to work on the Plan, and will endeavour to continue to engage constructively all Parish and 
Town Councils where necessary.   
 
I would also highlight that Shropshire are in a strong position with our current housing land supply 
(6.5 years) and therefore the current Development Plan (Core Strategy and SAMDev) continues to 
have full weight in decision making.  
 


