
 

Z:\~COMMITTEE & TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS\Town Council\02-Town Council-Agenda\Agendas Town Council 2020-2021\2020 08 18 - 
August\2020 08 Outdoor & Property Managers Report August.docx 

APPENDIX J 

BRIDGNORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

18 August 2020 
 

BI/2020 

11 August 2020 

REPORT TO TOWN COUNCILLORS 

AGENDA ITEM 14 – OUTDOOR AND PROPERTIES MANAGER REPORT 

AIM  

1. To provide a general overview of estate management matters 

BACKGROUND 

2. At a previous meeting costs associated to repairs to the Clock Tower, College 

House and electrical works required in the Cemetery Lodge were largely unknown 

and therefore estimated. In order to cover those estimated costs and progress this 

work forward, it was resolved at the July meeting to vire funds from Cost Centres 

205 and 302 into Cost Centre 248, to a maximum of £5,000.  

DISCUSSION/ COMMENT 

3. Some new, but mainly ongoing projects and tasks are listed below. 
 

4. Low Town Clock Tower.   The scaffold is due to be erected on the 2nd and 3rd of 

September and the maintenance team will begin work as soon as it is safe to do so. 

The scaffold will remain in place for the whole of September. 
 

5. Cemetery Lodge.  All repair work, fitting and decoration is now complete and 

discussions with the letting agent (Doolittle and Daly) are ongoing. 

 

6. College House.  The work highlighted in last month’s report will go ahead now that 

the Cemetery Lodge is finished and will continue until the Clock Tower scaffold is in 

place and then be temporarily paused until the Clock Tower task is complete. 

 

7. Maintenance Van Lease. The Citroen van lease expires in October and talks have 

begun to negotiate a replacement hire or extend the current lease for a further term. 

 

8.  Refurbishment of Castle Grounds Gates.  A major refurbishment has taken place 

to the main entrance gates to the park thanks to money in the sum of £905.00 being 

donated to the Town Council from the Great British High Street (GBHS) prize money 

won by the town in 2016. A special mention should also be given to Clive Leadbetter 

who has painstakingly stripped the gates back to bare metal, made a number of 

repairs, primed them with two coats of undercoat, two coats of topcoat and finished 

the spearheads and other decorative furnishing in gold-leaf paint. To finish off we 
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have attached a small plaque on the wall beside the gates to inform visitors that the 

work was carried out using money donated from the GBHS prize fund. 

 

9. Stoneway Steps. A large section of a retaining wall with a Severn Trent waste pipe 

attached is in danger of collapse on the Stoneway steps adjacent to the entrance 

into the Theatre. There appears to be some long running uncertainty as to who the 

wall actually belongs to and it would appear the lady whose house backs onto the 

disputed land above has tried in vain to get this issue resolved for over 12 months 

now. The town clerk and I have only recently become aware of the situation and are 

trying to find a satisfactory solution. Part of the problem is that work was carried out 

by the then District Council in 2003 and although the steps form part of the 

Highways responsibility, Shropshire Council are now saying that the retaining wall is 

not theirs as it backs onto council owned land, (the Cliff Railway). It is not very clear 

on the Land Registry plan. However, the land above the wall may well form part of 

the area leased to the Cliff Railway. Whoever is found to be the responsible owner 

the repairs costs are likely to be a very significant amount. 

FINANCIALS 

10.  No additional costs have been highlighted in this report. 

Barry Ince 

Outdoors & Properties Manager     

 

 


